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(nd Incidentally 


_,. I'm A Christian 


—_ WE WOULD not say it just | 


that way—". . . 


and, incidentally, J’m a | 


Christian” —but does that accurately de- | 


scribe our actions and attitudes? 


Incidental Chfistians are certainly | 
heretical Christians, sinning Christians. | 


In fact, from a Biblical standpoint one 


may be tempted to question whether such | 


people are valid Christians, 

For heresy is not limited to belief, to 
modern humanistic unbelief in matters 
of Christian doctrine. 

Is it possible that today we are in dan- 


ger of mistaking formal orthodoxy for | 
devotion to Christ? of even unconscious- | 
ly thinking that we can substitute Biblical 

| 


belief for sacrifice ? 

Biblical Christianity is the only type 
of Christianity entitled to be called 
Christian. But if we are to be orthodox 
Biblical Christians, the Lord Jesus Christ 
must be pre-eminent practically. The will 


of God must be our first concern and | 
responsibility. The command to “'preach | 
the gospel to every creature,” to win | 
men to the Saviour, must become the | 
focal point of our personal ambition; | 


this task, directly or indirectly, must be 
our life work. Our Christlikeness, our 
spiritual growth toward ‘the measure of 


the stature of the fulness of Christ,” | 


must be a daily concern. We must have 
the stranger-pilgrim attitude—that we 
do not live for. the things of this life, 
that we have no “continuing city,” that 
the true Christian seeks a heavenly city 


which has foundations 
and builder is God.”’ 


“whose maker 


We may make much of our loyalty to | 


the Scriptures—and such loyalty is essen- 
tial—but is there any loyalty to God and 
to His Word if we neglect to obey the 
commandments of the Scriptures? We 


may glory in our crusade for orthodoxy | 


(Continued on page 32) 


Weatherhead a Shock 

I must admit I enjoyed the article on 
page 12 in the October His, “If You 
Have Trouble Praying” by Leslie D. 
Weatherhead, although I was shocked to 
see his name associated with the giants 
of faith, whom I had come to anticipate 
in these blessed pages. . . . I was just 
wondering whether you would want to 
quote from him without some tag-line, 
alerting the readers as to the danger of 
his other writings, although again I must 
say I can find no fault with this particu- 
lar article. Indeed he handles it very well 
since this is not the part of the gospel 
where he is wrong, rather the part upon 
which he has concentrated all of his at- 
tention. 


Philadelphia, Pa, MAJOR LYELL RADER 


The “tag-line”’ suggested by Reader 
Rader appeared in the November Hts. 
We regret that it was not in the October 
issue—as it should have been—along 
with the article by W eatherhead.—Ep. 


Deeries Milk-Fed Christians 


Thank you for two splendid, thought- 
provoking articles in October His— 
“Soft Christians” and “Why Don’t Fun- 
damentalists Preach All the Gospel ?” 
This was truly a happy combination, be- 
cause I feel the two problems are defi- 
nitely related. I've seen too many ‘‘on 
fire,” milk-fed Christian young people 
fizzle out when they came up against 
a real test of their faith, We must re- 
think the content and implications of the 
Christian message, and determine to de- 
clare and abide by “the whole counsel 
of God.” 


Baltimore, Md. MILTON C. FISHER 


Applause for Author Taylor 

His is doing a good job in an impor- 
tant field. I especially liked Ken Taylor's 
“Why Don't Fundamentalists Preach 
All The Gospel ?”’ in this month’s issue. 


| Undoubtedly there will be those who 


will, as usual, protest any criticism of 
Fundamentalism; but Paul’s words in 
a different context may well be applied 
here: “If we would judge ourselves, we 





Répercus ions” 


should not be judged.”” And Ken is Pel 
fectly correct when he points out tha 
is the whole Bible which we are cy 
missioned to study, live, and preach, 

Batavia, N.Y. WEBSTER C. MUCK,} 


A hearty amen to what Mr. Taylorly 
to say, and thank you to the editors# 
His. These words deserve to be plat P 
before every evangelical minister a 
congregation in this land, regardless, 
whether they are guilty or not. Our pf 


manent home will be over there, but {if -_ 
the present we're here, and our actioa 
here, in support of our testimony, wiff 
really make a difference how people th) Wha 
to the complete preaching of Christ, Reci 
Spokane, Wash, JoHN Henricksahy Use 
| Wor 
Are 
Frown for Author Taylor H 
‘a ‘ Ov 
The latter part of “Why Don’t Fuh fe 
damentalists Preach All the Gospd’} 
2 Coll 
veers suddenly off into a field of hay 
Regd genase Call 
thinking. “If Socialism works better... 
: si The 
Let's pray for clearer thinking the 
this! Along with some of the very fin} 
suggestions for re-examination in thi Re 
article, is the author suggesting a ty Ed 
examination of the Constitution? Wh Re 
should be ready to admit imperfection Fr 


in our American way of life and wot} Inl 
to improve them, but may the Lord hel? 
us when we begin to feel that perhap| 
a controlled economy might be bette! N 
than free initiative, or perhaps the less 
of two evils, 
Even though the author claims that bh 
is not Opposing capitalism, what value | 
is there in being willing as a Christian 
to re-examine something which stanh) 
head and shoulders above any other sys 
tem and goes hand in hand with out 
precious heritage of freedom to preach 
the gospel in the first place? 
Sierra Madre, Calif. 
CHARLOTTE E, Nidj 
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From the Inter-Varsity Bookshelf: 


In Understanding Be Men 


by T. C. Hammond 


Tue EDUCATED STUDENT ought to know 
something as to the intellectual processes 
which have governed the interpretation 
of the message of God through the ages. 
Certainly, if there is neglect of the ele- 
mentary conditions of thought in this de- 
partment there is bound to be much con- 
fusion and loss. 


Then, when we consider the Chris- 
tian student’s duty to others this obliga- 
tion is enhanced, Those who have been 
trained to classify and think clearly in 
relation to some secular branches of 
learning may well be expected to apply 
the principles of their mental training to 
the understanding and teaching of di- 
vine revelation. Unfortunately, we find 
very often that “educated” Christians are 
foremost among those who mix things 
that differ. How often we meet with the 
glib utterance, “You see, I know no theo- 
logy’! How frequently this particular ig- 
norance is regarded as a matter of pride. 
The study of Christian doctrine is often 
thought to be “dry and uninteresting.” 
By a singular perversion of ideas it is 
sometimes said to be “unspiritual” ! Doc- 
trine, theology, and dogma are esteemed 
as if the words were synonymous with 
that which is inherently distasteful, which 
consists in hairsplitting distinctions and 
is altogether remote from the vital issues 
of salvation. 


Every serious study has its dogmas. 
The medical practitioner speaks a pecu- 
liar language of his own and writes pre- 
scriptions in an ancient hieroglyphic. The 
medical man is expected to know the 
technique of his special study. A stu- 
dent who boasted that he depended on 
“common sense” in diagnosis and had 
never made a serious effort to absorb the 
principles underlying this art, would, we 
hope, become disillusioned by the ab- 
sence of patients who would prefer to 
suffer than risk his ‘common sense.” Yet 


(Continued on page 30, column 2) 















What] 


Cesnssracas Is THE GOLDEN TIME of the year. It is a time wha 
people actually show good will; it is a lush time of the yeu 
when men are prodigal in goodness and kind even in thei 
own homes. Christmas is the joy of seeing parents and brother 
and sisters after many months of separation. Christmas is the 
wild squealing of children opening gifts. Christmas is a candle 
in the window and a carol in the night. 


Yes, Christmas is all this and more. It is more because the 
very center of Christmas is the fact of Christ. Behind all thes 
rich delights that we enjoy is our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Behind 
all the color and pageantry of Christmas are the manger, cros, 
and throne; so, at Christmas we declare with the hymn writer: 


O Jesus, when I think of Thee, 
Thy manger, cross, and throne, 
My spirit trusts exultingly 
In Thee, and Thee alone. 


CHRISTMAS MEANS THE MANGER. The manger of Chris 
is concrete evidence of God's love for us. The manger is God's 
loving poverty. Christmas meant poverty for Jesus Christ. The 
courtesy of Jesus is this: He came to meet us at great, incal- 
culable loss. As Paul cries, “Ye know the grace of our Lord 


Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he be | 


came poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 


Here is poverty—that the eternal Son of God who was 
infinitely rich became poor for us. He who lived in the fashion 
of the Godhead humbled Himself and took the form of a man 
and lived in the manner of men. He did not cease to be what 
He was, but He became something new—God-Man, This He 
did in loving courtesy for us. 


Historic-Biblical Christianity believes that though Christ 
was in history, He was not produced by history, Rather, God 
invaded history with His Son. God invaded history at Bethle- 
hem with a child that made a virgin mother cry. We call this 
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WIS Christmas? 


by Robert N. Oerter, dr. 
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truth of Christmas the incarnation, a 
word which simply means “‘in the flesh.” 
Christ was God come in the flesh, becom- 
ing part and parcel of mankind, taking 
up man’s lot. 


Professor C. S, Lewis of Oxford 
writes, “If you want to get the hang of 
the incarnation, imagine what you would 
feel like if you had to become a cockroach 
ora garden slug.” That strong and ugly 
figure helps to underline the depths of 
love that led Him, though He was rich 
beyond our wildest imaginings, to be- 
come poor for us. 

But the manger is more than the evi- 
dence of God's willing poverty for men. 
It is a dark world’s hope. Jesus Christ 
came into a world much like ours—a 
world sitting in darkness, a world rife 
with tensions, a selfish, warped, bitter 
world, To the discerning of the time, the 
Roman world looked like a huge, tired 
man, a man once strong, now played out 
—a dissolute man, weary with vice, pock- 
marked with sin, cynical, tired. In all 
areas of life there was unrest, and though 
much was said of the smooth-running 
empire, it was a precarious security, and 
havoc lurked around the corner. Cracks 
ever widened in the foundation of life. 
The world stood in need. 


God’s answer to a world in need was 
the manger, and that is still God's answer 
toa world in need. When men looked for 
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a strong political deliverer, God sent a 
Baby Boy, His Son, and the Christmas 
name of this Boy was Immanuel, i.e., 
“God with us.” This is what the world 
and each individual needed—not re- 
forms, not charters, not resolutions, but 
a present Lord, God near at hand. The 
world ill-at-ease needed the comfort that 
God was with them. ‘His name shall be 
called Immanuel, which being inter- 
preted is, God with us.” God is going 
through the darkness with you. Small 
wonder that the manger became the 
world’s brightest hope! 


CHRISTMAS MEANS THE CROSS. We 
dare not stop at the manger, for that 
would rob Christmas of its full signifi- 
cance. The cross was impossible without 
the manger, but the manger has no re- 
demptive meaning apart from the cross. 
The Child of the crib became the Christ 
of the cross. 


The cross is the cost of righteousness. 
Most people are born to live, but Christ 
was born to die. He was born for the 
cross, and the shadow of the cross was 
always on His path. Righteousness al- 
ways costs something. It cost Christ the 
cross. Isn’t it amazing what happened 
to the Best? Jesus Christ, the Best that 
this world ever knew or can know, came 
to earth, and what happened to Him? 
They rejected Him. Men spat on Him. 
Cruel men beat His holy face. Guilty, 


proud, vile men sentenced the Pure to 
death. They crucified God’s Best. Rebel- 
lious men stomped hob-nailed over our 
Saviour. But Christ was not surprised, 
because He knew why He had come. He 
knew that righteousness would cost the 
cross. Because He was what He was, men 
killed Him. 
O mysterious condescending, 
O abandonment sublime, 
Very God to earth descending, 
Bearing the sufferings of time. 


The cross is also God’s most eloquent 
word to us—because it above all con- 
vinces us of God’s love and enables us 
to have communion with Him, The love 
of God is broader than the scope of 
men’s minds, and the loving wisdom of 
God was the manger and the cross. No- 
where do we see more clearly than at 
the cross the overpowering love of God 
for us. The Father did not evade this 
costly act, neither did the Son flinch at 
the prospect of shameful death. To put 
it bluntly, the cross was the only way in 
which a holy, loving God could redeem 
fallen man from the dilemma of sin, 

CHRISTMAS MEANS THE THRONE. The 
crown, the scepter, and throne belong to 
this Christmas Child because He is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. We 
miss the final comfort of Christmas if we 
fail to perceive that the humble Child is 
a Sovereign. 

(Continued on page 30, column 3) 
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Chinkiang, 
October 19th, 1867 


My Own DEar SISTER,— 


So many thanks for your long letter. 

. I do not think you have written me 
such a letter since we have been in China. 
I know it is with you as with me—you 
cannot, not you will not. Mind and body 
will not bear more than a certain amount 
of work. 


As to work, mine was never so plenti- 
ful, so responsible, or so difficult; but 
the weight and strain are all gone. The 
last month or more has been, perhaps, the 
happiest of my life; and I long to tell you 
a little of what the Lord has done for my 
soul. I do not know how far I may be 
able to make myself intelligible about it, 
for there is nothing new or strange or 
wonderful—and yet, all is new! In a 
word, “Whereas once I was blind, now 
I see.” 


Perhaps I shall make myself more clear 
if I go back a little. My mind has been 
greatly exercised for six or eight months 
past, feeling the need personally, and for 
our Mission, of more holiness, life, power 
in our souls. But personal need stood 
first and was the greatest. I felt the in- 





gratitude, the danger, the sin of not liv- 
ing nearer to God. I prayed, agonized, 
fasted, strove, made resolutions, read the 
Word more diligently, sought more time 
for retirement and meditation—but all 
was without effect. Every day, almost 
every hour, the consciousness of sin op- 
pressed me. I knew that if I could only 
abide in Christ all would be well, but I 
could not. 1 began the day with prayer, 

etermined not to take my eye from Him 
for a moment; but pressure of duties and 
constant interruptions often caused me 
to forget Him. Then one’s nerves get so 
fretted in this climate that temptations to 
irritability, hard thoughts and sometimes 
unkind words are all the more difficult 
to control. 

Each day brought its register of sin and 
failure, of lack of power. To will was 
indeed present with me, but how to per- 
form I found not. 

Then came the question, “Is there no 
rescue? Must it be thus to the end—con- 
stant conflict and, instead of victory, too 
often defeat ?’’ How, too, could I preach 
with sincerity to those who receive Jesus, 
“to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God” (i.e., God-like) when it 
was not so in my own experience? In- 


stead of growing stronger, I seemed ty 
be getting weaker and to have less pow 
against sin; and no wonder, for faith 
and even hope were getting very loy, 
I hated myself; I hated my sin; and yet 
I gained no strength against it. I felt] 
was a child of God: His Spirit in m 
heart would cry, in spite of all, “Abb, 
Father’; but to rise to my privileges x 
a child, I was utterly powerless. 


I thought that holiness, practical holj. 
ness, was to be gradually attained by, 
diligent use of the means of grace. I fet 
that there was nothing I so much desired 
in this world, nothing I so much needed, 
But so far from in any measure attaining 
it, the more I pursued and strove after 
it, the more it eluded my grasp; till hop 
itself almost died out, and I began ty 
think that, perhaps to make heaven the 
sweeter, God would not give it down 
here. I do not think I was striving to 
attain it in my own strength. I knew] 
was powerless. I told the Lord so, and 
asked Him to give me help and strength, 
and sometimes I almost believed He 
would keep and uphold me. But on look- 
ing back in the evening, alas, there was 
but sin and failure to confess and moum 
before God. 


a letter from J. Hudson Taylor 
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I would not give you the impression 
that this was the daily experience of all 
those long, weary months. It was a too 
frequent state of soul; that toward which 
I was tending and which almost ended 
in despair. And yet never did Christ seem 
more precious—a Saviour who could and 
would save such a sinner! , .. And some- 
times there were seasons not only of 
peace but of joy in the Lord. But they 
were transitory, and at best there was a 
sad lack of power. Oh, how good the 
Lord was in bringing this conflict to an 
end! 

All the time I felt assured that there 
was in Christ all I needed, but the prac- 
tical question was how to get it out. He 
was tich, truly, but I was poor; He 
strong, but I weak. I knew full well that 
there was in the root, the stem, abundant 
fatness; but how to get it into my puny 
little branch was the question. As grad- 
ually the light was dawning on me, I 
saw that faith was the only prerequisite, 
was the hand to lay hold on His fullness 
and make it my own. 

But I had not this faith. 

I strove for it, but it would not come; 
tried to exercise it, but in vain. Seeing 
more and more the wondrous supply of 
grace laid up in Jesus, the fullness of our 
precious Saviour—my helplessness and 
guilt seemed to increase. Sins committed 
appeared but as trifles compared with the 
sin of unbelief which was their cause, 
which could not or would not take God 
at His word, but rather made Him a liar! 
Unbelief was, I felt, the damning sin of 
the world—yet I indulged in it. I prayed 
for faith, but it came not. What was I 
to do? 

When my agony of soul was at its 
height, a sentence in a letter from Mc- 
Carthy was used to remove the scales 
from my eyes, and the Spirit of God re- 
Vealed the truth of our oneness with 
Jesus as I had never known it before. 
McCarthy, who had been much exercised 
by the same sense of failure, but saw the 
light before I did, wrote (I quote from 
memory ) — 


“But how to get faith strengthened ? 
Not by striving after faith, but by resting 
on the Faithful One.” 


As I read I saw it all! “If we believe 
not, yet he abideth faithful.” I looked 
to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, 
how joy flowed!) that He had said, “I 
will never leave you.” “Ah, there is rest !”” 
I thought. ‘‘I have striven in vain to rest 
in Him. I'll strive no more. For has He 
not promised to abide with me—never 
to leave me, never to fail me?”’ And, He 
never will! 

But this was not all He showed me, nor 
one half, As I thought of the Vine and 
the branches, what light the blessed Spirit 
poured direct into my soul! How great 
seemed my mistake in having wished to 
get the sap, the fullness out of Him. I 
saw not only that Jesus would never leave 
me, but that I was a member of His body, 
of His flesh and of His bones. The Vine 
now I see is not the root merely, but all— 
root, stem, branches, twigs, leaves, flow- 
ers, fruit—and Jesus is not only that. 
He is soil and sunshine, air and showers, 
and ten thousand times more than we 
have ever dreamed, wished for, or 
needed, Oh, the joy of seeing this truth! 
I do pray that the eyes of your under- 
standing may be enlightened that you 
may know and enjoy the riches freely 
given us in Christ. 

Oh, my dear sister, it is a wonderful 
thing to be really one with a risen and 
exalted Saviour; to be a member of 
Christ. Think what it involves. Can 
Christ be rich and I poor? Can your right 
hand be rich and your left poor? or your 
head be well fed while your body starves ? 
Again, think of its bearing on prayer. 
Could a bank clerk say to a customer, ‘‘It 
was only your hand wrote that check, 
not you,” or “I cannot pay this sum to 
your hand, but only to yourself’? No 
more can your prayers, or mine, be dis- 
credited if offered in the Name of Jesus 
(i.e., not in our own name, or for the 
sake of Jesus merely, but on the ground 
that we are His, His members) so long 
as we keep within the extent of Christ's 


Used with the kind permission of the China Inland Mission, 237 West School Lane, Philadel- 
bhia 44, Abridged from Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret ($1.25 from Inter-Varsity); the 
above excerpt is available in pamphlet form, 5c each, from the China Inland Mission. 
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Special Subscriber Offer 


As a special service to its U. $. sub- 
seribers, HIS has arranged with the 
the Inter-Varsity book department to 
grant a discount of 20 per cent on all 
IVCF publications costing 15¢ or more. 
Since this offer is open only to HIS 
subscribers ordering for their personal 
use, the subscription code number 
(shown under the subscriber address 
on the wrapper or the back cover) 
must be included with the order. A 
new, up-to-date catalog of all IVCF 
publications is now available from the 
Chicago office, 64 West Randolph. 





credit—a tolerably wide limit! If we ask 
anything unscriptural or not in accord- 
ance with the will of God, Christ Him- 
self could not do that; but “If we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: and .. . we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of him.” 

The sweetest part, if one may speak of 
one part being sweeter than another, is 
the rest which full identification with 
Christ brings. I am no longer anxious 
about anything, as I realize this; for He, 
I know, is able to carry out His will, and 
His will is mine. It makes no matter 
where He places me, or how. That is 
rather for Him to consider than for me: 
for in the easiest positions He must give 
me His grace, and in the most difficult 
His grace is sufficient. 

It little matters to my boy whether I 
send him to buy a few cash worth of 
things or the most expensive article, In 
either case he looks to me for the money 
and brings me his purchases. So, if God 
place me in great perplexity, must He not 
give me much guidance; in positions of 
great difficulty much grace; in circum- 
stances of great pressure and trial, much 
strength? No fear that His resources 
will be unequal to the emergency! And 
His resources are mine, for He is mine, 
and is with me and dwells in me. All 
this springs from the believer's oneness 
with Christ, and since Christ has thus 
dwelt in my heart by faith, how happy 
I have been! I wish I could tell you in- 
stead of writing about it.... 

Your own affectionate brother, 
J. HuDSON TAYLOR 








Us. HIM as though you loved him” is 
not good advice—certainly not the coun- 
sel of the Word of God. It is a quotation 
from a very entertaining seventeenth- 
century book by Izaak Walton, The Com- 
pleat Angler. In the course of his instruc- 
tions to those artists who intend to fish 
~ for pike with a live frog, he writes thus: 

“Thus use your frog, that he may con- 
tinue long alive. Put your hook into his 
mouth . . . and out at his gills, and then 
with a fine needle and silk sew the upper 
part of his leg with only one stitch to 
the arming-wire of your hook, or tie the 
frog’s leg above the upper joint to the 
armed wire; and in so doing, use him as 
though you loved him, that is, harm him 
as little as you may possibly, that he may 
live the longer.” 

A great many people, and not a few 
Christians at that, are acting upon that 
injunction. And they are not restricting 
the principle to fishing with a rod and 
line! They are selfishly and deceptively 
using some human “frog” as a means of 
furthering their own ends. Like the folks 
described in Ezekiel 33, “with their 
mouth they show much love, but their 
heart goeth after their gain” (ASV). 

To anyone venturing to discuss their 
conduct, they will loudly protest that they 
do not mean any harm®they are simply 
out for a good time. 

But somehow it seems to me that if 
professing Christians guilty of the prac- 
tice come to realize the serious implica- 
tions of their conduct they will snap out 
of it in a hurry. 

Before proceeding to principles, let 
me mention a few of the most common 
situations in which individuals are seen 
using their “frog” as though they loved 
him: 

A is strongly sexed and burns with the 
lust of conquest. Victims succumbing to 
A’s wiles are ruthlessly thrown aside. 

A has a horror of being out of the 
swim and many functions demand that 
one have a date. To remedy things, B is 
guilefully cultivated, finally falls for A, 
and begins to act as desired, though A 
obviously does not intend falling in love. 





A is unashamedly out for a good time 
and becomes infatuated with B. It is evi- 
dent to all that the infatuation is no 
accident, for B boasts a substantial bank 
account, drives an expensive car, and 
really gets around. 

A is panicky, The 21st birthday is com- 
ing up, old age is just around the corner, 
and the “‘life-partner”’ is nowhere to be 
seen. A coolly calculates, goes a-hunting, 
and makes a kill. 

It is a case of unrequited love. A, in 
order to awaken affection in B, deliber- 
ately makes advances to C. Once B comes 
around, C is dropped. 

A pretends affection for B, in order to 
lure B away from enemy C. 


“USE HIM | 


With such things going on amon, | 
Christians it is no wonder the world i: 
unimpressed by the Christian messagt. | 
“My brethren, these things ought not 9 
to be.” 

Now for principles. There are two tht 
are involved in all six instances cited 
above and one that crops up in the las | 
two. We take the last one first: 

It is the principle of faith, of trs 
in God. : 

God doesn’t enter the picture at all is | 
these last two situations; He is not give | 
a chance, And to proceed to such an im | 


portant decision as marriage without “the § 
wisdom that is from above’’ is to invite |, 


tragedy. Pause and reflect upon one 0! 
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‘Don’t lead him on,” warns Author Murphy, 
even though Izaak Walton, the famous sportsman, once advised . . . 


THOUGH YOU LOVED TIM" 


by Maurice Murphy 


two things. Better far to be single in the 
will of God than to be tied for life to 
the wrong one. Be assured of His love 
and care. “He careth for you.” You are 
under the yoke, but His yoke is lined 
with love. Patiently wait for His person 
and His time, and there'll be no regrets. 
Let the familiar quatrain speak to your 
heart: 

He knows, He loves, He cares; 

Nothing this thought should dim. 

He gives the very best to those 

Who leave the choice with Him. 

A second principle that is involved is 
honesty. In each case A pretends an affec- 
tion for someone else. The moment one 
pretends to something that is not true, 
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he becomes a deceiver, a hypocrite, a 
liar. These are unpleasant words and 
when applied to us, they hurt. And ap- 
plied to us they must be if we're found 
indulging in this pretense. The Word of 
God has some severe things to say in this 
connection. Turn, for example, to Mat- 
thew 23 and mark the sevenfold woe 
there pronounced against hypocrites. 
How solemn is our Saviour’s warning to 
the religious hypocrites of His own day: 
“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of 
hell?” (Matthew 23:33). To feel the 
full weight of the warning, read the 
whole chapter. Turn, too, to Proverbs 
12:22, where we learn that: “Lying lips 


ate abomination to the Lord.” He hates 
them with a holy hatred (Proverbs 6: 
17). And He commands His children to 
put away lying, to “speak every man truth 
with his neighbour” (Ephesians 4:25). 
As a warning to the careless and to the 
willful offender He tells us that the Holy 
City, the New Jerusalem, is closed to him 
that “maketh a lie” (Revelation 21:27). 
“All liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone: which is the second death” (Reve- 
lation 21:8). 

Scriptures of this sort are not very 
popular—because they don’t hedge; 
there’s no getting around them. 

The third great principle that is vio- 
lated is unselfishness, The person who 
persists in using other persons for his 
own ends knows nothing of the trans- 
forming power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Did He not die “for all that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him” (II Corin- 
thians 5:15)? And has He not com-: 
manded us, His professed followers, to 
“love one another” (John 15:17) ? And 
does He not have the power to make 
these things true in our experience? This 
Christian love that He speaks of is to be 
the badge of discipleship. ‘By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another” (John 13: 
35). It also affords a comforting proof 
to the Christian that he belongs to the 
Lord: “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren” (I John 3:14). 

We are in a very dangerous position 
if we are bent on using people instead 
of serving them. If we lack this spontan- 
eous consideration for others, is it be- 
cause we do not belong to Him? If so, 
may we be haunted by that word, “He 
that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death” (I John 3:14), haunted by it 
until we realize our danger and truly 
flee to Christ. 

The Holy Scriptures tell of several 
who professed an affection they did not 
feel. The record of one is written in Prov- 
erbs 7. A successful angler she! ‘She 
caught him {her man] and kissed him. 

(Continued on page 23, column 2) 
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World crisis 


and you 


by Wilbur M. Smith 


SUMMER was a time of extensive 
ministering in the Word of God anda 
time of some reading and fellowship 
with many of God’s servants, 

One pre-eminent conviction has 
sulted from all this—we are in a vey 
critical hour, particularly critical for th 
Christian faith. This fact has an inevit 
able corollary: that all of us who lor 
the Lord Jesus must, more than ever in 
our lives, live without compromise for 
Him, strive to know His will, and pry 
for boldness and skill in our Christian 
witness. 

The very titles of books now bein 
published trumpet to our age the terrible 
seriousness of the hour, in a way impos 
sible a few years ago. It was only as late 
as 1927 that Henry Fairfield Osborme 
then President of the American Museum 
of Natural History, and one of the out 
standing naturalists of his generation, 
could entitle one of his volumes, Mar 
kind Rises to Parnassus. Now we hare 
such titles as The Annihilation of Ma 
and The Abolition of Man. 

The Introduction of Professor Alfred 
Weber’s newly translated Farewell 
European History (Yale University 
Press, 1948) begins with this sentence: 
“For anyone endowed with historicd 
perspective it must be clear that the 
catastrophe we have lived through and 
are still living through sets us at the 
end of History as we know it, that is to 
say, history as moulded by the civilization 
of the West.” 

Our literary journals and book-review 
supplements blow one blast after an- 
other, among these world-wide trumpets 
of warning. The entire first page of the 
Weekly Book Review of the New York 
Herald Tribune for August 8 carried the 
legend—"Crisis of Man in Relation to 
His Environment,” a review of William 
Vogt’s Road to Survival by Bernard De- 
Voto. DeVoto quotes with apparent ap- 
proval this sentence: ‘The handwriting 
on the wall of five continents now tells 
us that the Day of Judgment is at hand.” 
Strange how the Books of Daniel and 
Revelation, dismissed so easily in the 
eatlier years of our century with a one 
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word condemnation—‘‘apocalyptic’ — 
are now furnishing those who survey this 
hour with their most effective phrases! 
The very next week, the Times review 
section devoted the entire first page to a 
volume dealing with this crisis—Per- 
suade or Perish, by Wallace Carroll. 

The Hibbert Journal for July (in some 
ways the most important journal of schol- 
atship in the fields of philosophy and 
religion, and never guilty of leaning to- 
ward conservatism!) has for its first ar- 
ticle ‘The Crisis for Homo Sapiens” by 
the Earl of Darnley; other articles are 
entitled “Doom or Development” and 
“The New Apocalyptic.” The first para- 
gtaph of this first article is very much 
worth quoting: “Homo sapiens, after a 
few thousand years of existence, is in 
danger of complete collapse and exter- 
mination. The meaning of the word 
sapiens makes it even worse because sa- 
piens means ‘who knows’ and not ‘wise,’ 
as usually supposed. Wise men can be 
wrong—those ‘who know’ never should 
be. So man ‘who knows’ has in effect got 
himself into a worse condition than all 
the living creatures who do not know, 
and is, therefore, if his generic name is 
accurate, without any excuse whatsoever, 
and so has become far inferior to all the 
thousands of forms of life who pursue 
their trusting, unthinking way.” 

Thinking of these articles and books 
the other day, I picked up the August 21 
Saturday Review of Literature and I 
asked myself, “Did ever any serial de- 
voted to literature contain within a single 
issue so much gloom, so many gloomy 
verdicts as this one?” The review of Al- 
dous Huxley’s Ape and Essence is en- 
titled, “Depraved New World”; Betty 
Smith’s Tomorrow Will Be Better is 
teviewed under the title, “City of Fail- 
ure and Loneliness’; Gotham’s The 
Future Mister Dolan is called ‘“One- 
Dimensional Monster.” Charles A. 
Lindbergh’s Of Flight and Life is given 
two reviews, running to seven columns. 
One of Lindbergh’s basic themes is, in 
his language, that ‘There are alarming 
indications that the possessor of modern 


_ Scientific knowledge may be able to de- 


stroy all life over large areas of the 
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earth’s surface.” Later in this issue a 
recent book on the atomic bomb is re- 
viewed, entitled Survival or Suicide. 
Well, there could be only one thought 
in the mind of an editor, who must write 
the leading editorial for this issue, and 


the title he gives to his editorial is just — 


that—'‘What Shall We Do To Be 
Saved?”’—also, incidentally, the very 
phrase of a jailer of Philippi, recorded in 
the Book of Acts. I do not find God or 
Christ in his answer. I do find this: “Sir 
John Orr, one of the world’s great agri- 
cultural scientists and Director-General 
of the United Nations’ Food and Agri- 
cultural Organization, writes, “The whole 
race is crumbling to destruction The na- 
tions are insane. . . . Only diversion of 
machinery to food production can avert 
chaos within the next forty or fifty 
years.’ (And, by the way, Sir John Orr 
uses a phrase about the nations of the 
world that is almost identical with what 
the prophet Jeremiah said some twenty- 
five hundred years ago: “The nations 
have drunken of her wine; therefore the 
nations are mad” [Jeremiah 51:7; cf. 25: 
16}.) 

This is what led Dr. Cyril Garbett, 
Archbishop of York and Primate of Eng- 
land, to say in his sermon closing the 
Lambeth Conference this summer, “De- 
mons of hate and suspicion are at large 
and the air is full of rumors of war. Man 
feels he is at the mercy of the political 
and economic systems he has created but 
which he is powerless to control. Within 
a few years our civilization may utterly 
pass away” (New York Times, August 
9, 1948). 

Not only is the world itself facing its 
greatest crisis since Our race appeared, 
but the Christian faith beholds giants 
rising out of the earth to contend against 
it, more powerful, more world-wide in 
the influence they are able to exert than 
any the Church has known since the 
downfall of paganism, fifteen hundred 
years ago, The two most formidable and 
subtle are naturalism and communism. 

Naturalism and the Human Spirit 
(Columbia University Press, 1944) con- 
sists of fifteen essays by fifteen outstand- 
ing professors, teaching in ten of our uni- 


versities and colleges, al] emphasizing 
the adequacy of a naturalistic philosophy 
and unitedly opposed to anything of a 
supernaturalistic nature. Some of the 
lines appearing in the index under Super- 
naturalism will indicate the underlying 
premises of these writers—'‘findings of 
science denied when in conflict with 
creed’; “no room in naturalism for’; 
“prevalence of, in early America, and 
its gradual undermining by science and 
economic progress.” 

At the conclusion of the volume, Dr. 
John Herman Randall, Jr., for the last 
twenty-four years a professor in the de- 
partment of philosophy at Columbia 
University, affirms—‘“We are now able 
to erect for ourselves philosophies and 
can find a natural and intelligible place 
for all human interests and aims, and can 
embrace in one natural world—all the 
realities to which human experience 
points” (p. 369). 

This anti-supernaturalistic philosophy 
taught to students, in college or univer- 
sity, will communicate, is already com- 
municating a disease of delusion, from 
which it will be difficult to arouse the 
next generation. Long ago we were told 
by the Apostle Paul that the day would 
come when mankind would “turn away 
their eyes from the truth’ (II Timothy 
4:4), and—terrible words—"believe a 
lie’ (II Thessalonians 2:11), but it is 
our business to do everything within our 
power to save these men and women 
from such ensnarements, 

This naturalistic attitude is to be found 
in too much of our contemporary litera- 
ture about Christ Himself. The transla- 
tion of Alfred Loisy’s Birth of the Chris- 
tian Religion appeared this year with 
a preface by Gilbert Murray, authority 
in Greek literature, and confessedly op- 
posed to the Christian faith. Loisy de- 
nies the resurrection of Jesus, tells us, 
“The dead Jesus was left to his fate,” 
and then goes on to label the records of 
the Synoptics and Acts as “pure fiction” 
and the experiences of the disciples 
“imaginary,” etc. In his Origins of the 
New Testament, recently published in 
an English translation, he refers to the 
miracles of the Bible as ‘miraculous 
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magic” and “oppressive absurdities.” 
This is to hammer away at the very 
foundations of the only thing worth the 
name of Christianity—faith in Christ as 
the Son of God, 

The Soviet government has now pub- 
licly announced its determination to 
make war on all forms of religion. This 
summer the New York Times carried 
a column-long article with the heading: 
“Soviet War on Religion Seen with Is- 
lam as a New Target. Reversal of Party 
Line Indicated in Press Propaganda Es- 
pousing Atheism.” A Russian article is 
quoted as saying: “The necessity for 
such a struggle against religious preju- 
dices is dictated by the fact that they are 
incompatible with the materialist view- 
point of the party.” 

Communists are being ferreted out in 
our government today because their alle- 
giance to communism means they are dis- 
loyal to our government. You can be 
sure of something else as well, which 
newspapers never mention: they are con- 
firmed, determined enemies of the Chris- 
tian religion. The influence of the anti- 
religious attitude of communism will 
grow in our western world, horizontally 
and vertically both, and we must prepare 
ourselves for such a conflict. 

There is one more ominous fact we 
should frankly recognize. In the midst 
of world conferences, union here and 
proclamations there, we should never 
forget that, as Professor Kenneth S. La- 
tourette of Yale, in his latest volume, 
The Christian Outlook, reminds us, 
“Numerically, in proportion to the pop- 
ulation Christianity is probably weaker 
today in its historic stronghold, Europe 
and the British Isles, than it has been 
since the first conversion of these lands” 


(p. 67). 


* * + 


In the face of such foes, and such con- 
ditions, what are the disciples of Christ 
to do? If hope should still burn, in what 
is our hope? What may we expect as 
the outcome of these conflicts, of even 
greater battles yet to come surging about 
the stronghold of God’s people? First 
of all, we are to stand fast. The Apostle 


Paul at the end of his Ephesian epistle 
has exactly the right word for embattled 
soldiers of Christ. After setting forth a 
list of the regiments of evil powers 
against us, he immediately commands in 
the name of the Lord: ‘Wherefore [be- 
cause of the very powers against us} take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all to stand’! 
Greek scholars remind us that this phrase 
“the evil day’’ refers to a particular time 
at the end of this age when evil will be 
in an unusual way manifested in the 
thought, activity, and pursuits of human- 
ity. 


This Month’s Cover 

His makes a reconnaissance trip this month to 
the University of Illinois, in advance of the 
Convention for Missionary Conquest, being 
held there the last five days of 1948. For fur- 
ther details on the Convention see the inside 
back cover. The cover shows the beautiful 
Illini Union building. 


In the second place, we should re- 
examine the foundations of our faith and 
know more of the abiding unshakable 
rock of historic truth on which our faith 
and hope rest. The great facts of history 
no false philosophy, however appealing, 
no antagonistic prejudices, can ever 
really remove or destroy, The supreme 
fact for us is that God is in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself, begin- 
ning with the incarnation, the stupendous 
union of historic reality and divine mir- 
acle. Again and again the writers of the 
New Testament set forth mighty truths 
“that ye may know.” We are not to guess 
about this business; it is life or death 
that is involved in a decision regarding 
Christ; we are not to “take a leap in 
the dark.” We are to know. 

As St. John said at the close of his 
first epistle: ““And we know that we are 
of God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedness. And we know that the Son 
of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This 





is the true God, and eternal life.” 

We should remember in the thir 
place, that the Word of God foresaw jug 
such a time as this. Our Lord’s Olivg 
discourse, Paul’s last three letters (th 
two to Timothy and the one to Titus), 
and John’s first epistle all describe suc 
days as these. No other book in all th 
brilliant ancient world contains m 
pages in which such foresight is « 
vealed. Neither Plato or Aristotle, Cicer 
or Virgil, Seneca or Plutarch, or either oj 
the Pliny’s tells us of such a day as this 
in which we see a rising tide of oppo 
tion to the revealed truth of God. 

In the fourth place, what sane ma 
are declaring are the pre-eminent need 
of humanity today, which can, be ad 
quately found only in the Christian faith 
Mr. Harrison Smith concludes his edi. 
torial, ‘““What Shall We Do To 
Saved ?”"—to which we have already te 
ferred—with this sentence: “Give men 
simple words and ideas in which the 
can believe, give them faith and hope 
once more, and mankind will survive for 
what achievements no one can as ye 
foresee.”” But does not Mr. Smith know 
(surely he does) that it is not “faith and 
hope” men need, but something worthy 
of man’s faith and hope that will not 
finally crumble? Did not fifty-five mil- 
lion people in Germany, one of the mos 
educated nations of modern times, have 
deep and powerful faith and hope in 
Hitler and in Nazism ? But all they hoped 
in is in ruins; it is in ruins for all the 
years that remain. What the world needs 


is a hope that “maketh not ashamed” | 


(Romans 5:5). It is time for man to lose 
faith in mere man and to put his trust 
in God, who never fails, and in Christ, 
by whose resurrection we are begotten 
unto a living hope that fadeth not away. 
Men without God will sooner or later be 
without hope in this world. If he will, 
man can believe God. He can put his 
trust in Christ. 

Mr. Sidney Spencer concludes his 
penetrating study of H. G, Wells in the 
July Hibbert Journal with these words in 
reference to the ghastly shriek of despair 
with which Wells passed off this earth: 


(Continued on page 15, column 1) 
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RE MISSIONARIES unbalanced? Of 
course they are. I’m one. I ought to know. 


A missionary probably began as an 
ordinary person, He dressed like other 
people; and liked to play tennis and lis- 
ten to music. . 


But even before leaving for the field 
he became “‘different.”” Admired by some 
and pitied by others, he was known as 
one who was leaving parents, prospects, 
and home for—a vision. Well, at-least 
that-sounded visionary. 

Now that he’s come home again he’s 
even more different. To him some things 
—big things—just don’t seem important. 
Even the World Series or the Davis Cup 
matches don’t stir him much. And appar- 
ently he doesn’t see things as other people 
do. The chance of a lifetime—to meet 
Toscanini personally—seems to leave 


him cold. It makes you want to ask where 
he has been. 


Well where has he been? Where the 
conflict with evil is open and intense, a 
fight not a fashion—where clothes don’t 
matter, for there’s little time to see to 
them—where people are dying for help 
he might give, most of them not even 
knowing he has the help—where the 
sun means 120 in the shade, and he can’t 
spend his time in the shade. 
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But not only space; time too seems to 
have passed him by. When you talk about 
jive he looks puzzled. When you men- 
tion Duke-Ellington he asks who he is. 
You wonder how long he’s been away. 


All right, how long has he been away? 
Long enough for thirty million people to 
go into eternity without Christ, with no 
chance to hear the gospel—and some of 
them went right before his eyes: when 
that flimsy river boat turned over; when 
that epidemic of cholera struck; when 
that Hindu-Moslem riot broke out. 

How long has he been gone? Long 
enough to have two seiges of amoebic 
dysentery, to nurse his wife through re- 
peated attacks of malaria, to get the news 
of his mother’s death before he knew she 
was sick. 

How long? Long enough to see a few 
outcaste men and women turn to Christ, 
to see them drink in the Bible teaching 
he gave them+to struggle and suffer 
with them through the persecution that 


developed from non-Christian relatives , 


'4to see them grow into a’stable band of 


believers conducting their own worship. 


v-to see this group develop an indigen- 
ous church that is telling on the com- 
munity. 

Yes, he’s been away a long time. 


So he’s different. But unnecessarily so, 





UNBALANCED 2 


by Stanley Nelsen 


it seems. At least, since he’s in this coun- 
try.new, he could pay more attention to 
his clothes, to what’s going on around 
the country, to recreation, to social life. 

Of course he could. 

But he can’t forget—at least most of 
the time—that the price of a new suit 
would buy 3200 Gospels; that while an 
American spends one day in business 
5000 Indians or Chinese go into eternity 
without Christ. 

So when a missionary comes to your 
church or your chapter, remember that 
he is likely to be different. If he stumbles 
for a word now and then, he may have 
been speaking a foreign tongue almost 
exclusively for seven years, and possibly 
is fluent in it. If he isn’t in the orator 
class, he may not have had a chance to 
speak English from a pulpit for a while. 
He may be eloquent on the street of an 
Indian bazaar. 

If he doesn’t seem to warm up as 
quickly as you want, if he seems less 
approachable than the youth evangelist 
or “the college professor, you=had_—lest 
week, remember he’s been under a radi- 
cally different social system since before 
you ‘started to high school, and maybe 
he forgot to bone up on.Emily Post. 

Sure the missionary is unbalanced. 

But by whose scales? Yours or God's? 

END 


il 














How to Tell Your Folks 


| HAVE just accepted Christ this semester. 
Now it’s time to go home for vacation. 
How shall I tell my folks?” ... “My 
family isn’t sympathetic to my living a 
Christian life. How can I be a Christian 
at home?” .. . “I feel that the Lord wants 
me on the foreign mission field, but my 
parents, who are not Christians, object. 
What is my duty under these circum- 
stances ?”” 

These are typical of the questions that 
come from students whose homes are not 
Christian—students who find new prob- 
lems in living as Christians in homes not 
centered around Christ. Of course there 
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isn’t any blueprint for all to follow, but 
there are some principles that apply. 

First of all, why should the problem 
arise? The young person is away at school 
or spending most of his time in school. 
Probably this is his first venture in inde- 
pendent living and thinking. He is free 
to a large extent to choose his own 
friends, make his own plans. And it is 
within the framework of this new in- 
dependence that he has seen the claims 
of Christ, has received Him, and desires 
to follow Him, 

But right here a serious misunder- 
standing may arise. In this time of leav- 


ing the nest and learning to fly on his 
own wings, there is bound to be a cet- | 
tain degree of friction—in Christian and 
non-Christian homes alike. This is quite 
apart from any religious conviction and 
results from psychological conflicts with- 
in the home—children making unwise 
use of the new freedom or parents at- 
tempting to enforce the old dependence. 
Under these circumstances it is very easy 
for parents to identify one’s devotion 
to Christ as part and parcel with his “dec- 
laration of independence.” 

It is equally possible for the young 
Christian to feel that he is being pets 
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cuted when his parents are merely trying 
to fulfill their duty and encourage him 
to be a civilized human being. 


For example, when Johnny returns 
from his first semester of college, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jones (who have sacrificed to 
give him the education they missed) 
note with alarm that he has acquired a 
very superior manner and is trying to 
educate his father into correct attitudes 
on politics, social problems, international 
economics, and—of all things—religion. 
Mr, Jones finds his Republican, do- 
your-best-and-God-will-be-pleased views 
are under attack; and he stands by them 
—every one of them—till he puts John- 
ny back into his place. Johnny will have 
to wait ten years for his father to see 
that the politics, sociology, and economics 
are on one plane and the new religious 
views are on another—and have resulted 
in a new life. 


On the other hand, Johnny's parents 
may have rather strict views on family 
responsibility and hold that his cleaning 
the yard has priority over the local Inter- 
Varsity group’s Christmas party or that 
the biennial visit to grandmother is more 
important than the Wednesday night 
prayer meeting (which he never used to 
go to anyway). Johnny will go back to 
school and report his parents to be “‘in 
direct opposition” to his stand as a Chris- 
tian, when all the time the problem is on 
quite another level. 


Now these two levels are not unre- 
lated, but one needs to decide which level 
his difficulty is on in order to approach 
its solution correctly. If parental malad- 
justments are basically the result of leav- 
ing-the-nest, there is a solution in Christ; 
but it is a different one from the solution 
to maladjustments arising from parental 
opposition to one’s being a Christian per 
se. The former problem may be solved— 
if one is willing—through learning from 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself the love, 
tact, graciousness, and understanding 
necessary to “grow up” without causing 
Patents undue pain. It is no easier to 
handle than the problem at hand but 
Waits another treatment. 
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What the Bible Says 

What does the Christian's only author- 
itative source of information on moral is- 
sues—the Bible—say about the family re- 
lationship? The first thing that comes to 
mind naturally, is the Fifth Command- 
ment—"“Honor thy father and thy mo- 
ther .. .” (Exodus 20:12). And if we 
look further into the giving of the law 
we find in the eighteenth chapter of Levi- 
ticus an explanation of some of these very 
commands. God's desire was to have peo- 
ple who were set apart (holy) to Him- 
self. They were to show their sanctity by 
living lives free from the degrading sins 
of the Egyptians and Canaanites (Leviti- 
cus 18:1-5, 24-30). The first series of 
commands (vv. 6-23) very particularly 
ordains the purity and unity of the family. 
The first few verses of the following 
chapter place the family relationship on 
a par with keeping the Sabbath and not 
worshiping idols as a demonstration that 
Israel was a nation separated to God. 
It is interesting to note that this is a 
command addressed to children and that 
the essence of the family relationship is 
one of respect of the younger members 
for the older. An interesting lesson in the 
story of Jeremiah’s encounter with the 
Rechabites (Jeremiah 35) is the purpose 
of the Fifth Commandment: The obedi- 
ence of children to their parents was to 
be a continual symbol and remembrance 
of the obedience of the nation to Jehovah 
God (see Jeremiah 35:16-19). 

Our Lord Jesus Christ upheld this law 
several times in His teaching, particularly 
in attacking the Pharisees who overrode 
it in favor of religious exercises. (See 
Mark 7 and Matthew 15), The boast of 
the Pharisees was that they were putting 
God first—even before their parents— 
and Christ condemned them because of 
their hypocritical motives. At the same 
time, He recognized that His teaching 
would divide homes and that He was 
presenting a claim that superseded all 
human ties. (See Matthew 10:34-39 and 
Luke 12:49-53; 14:25-27). This is not 
to be construed as confused thinking on 
His part, but rather as teaching that chil- 
dren are spiritually independent of par- 
ents but are to continue to give them the 


respect and honor that is their due. This 
is further emphasized by Paul, who 
teaches children to obey their parents in 
the Lord because it is right, to obey them 
in all things because it pleases God, and 
carefully to provide for those who are in 
financial need. (See Ephesians 6:1 ff., 
Colossians 3:20 ff., and I Timothy 5:8.) 

Our reference to Scripture leaves us, 
therefore, with three principles: (1) The 
sacredness of the family and family ties 
in the Old Testament; (2) the reaffirma- 
tion of these by Christ and |the Apostles, 
with some secondary hints that God in 
the new dispensation is still interested in 
the family as such (for example, see Acts 
16:31 and I Corinthians 7:14); and (3) 
the house-dividing claims of Christ. 


How to Speak 

With these facts in mind, let us exam- 
ine some of the areas of practical diffi- 
culty facing us. There is the matter of 
witness—verbal testimony—in our 
homes. “Should I tell them I have become 
a Christian?” is the first question here. 
Students have answered ‘‘yes” and “no” 
to this with equal vigor, and it is a safe 
generalization to say that it all depends 
on how close one is to his family. With- 
in some family circles there is great free- 
dom and openness, Here it would be 
unnatural to remain silent about so im- 
portant an event. In more reserved fami- 
lies, on the other hand, it might be best 
to wait until the changed life brings forth 
questions from others. 

One should not too hastily number his 
parents “among the goats,” however. 
Having only recently experienced con- 
version or an awakening of Christian 
faith, a young Christian may be com- 
pletely oblivious of years of Christian 
training that have slid from his con- 
sciousness like water off a duck’s back. 
This is especially true in the more formal, 
ritualistic churches where what has 
seemed just so much rigamarole in the 
past may have great depth of meaning to 
the parents. 

Even where the family’s religious 
background is nil or perverted, the best 
way to approach one’s folks is with the 
attitude of sharing. 


i3 








Our civilization has been Christianized 
to the extent that to many people, being 
called non-Christian is equivalent to be- 
ing called uncouth. One can sympathize 
with the father who, it is reported, almost 
wrecked the car when his newly con- 
verted daughter whom he was driving to 
church said seriously, ‘Father, you know 
I don’t believe Mother is really a Chris- 
tian.” She might as well have said, “I 
don’t believe Mother really loves you!” 
No, the attitude must net be one of sit- 
ting in open judgment on one’s relatives, 
but of sharing with them the good things 
God has given us. An attitude of “I’ve 
seen the light; let me educate the rest of 
you ignoramuses” is going to lead to 
needless hard feeling; whereas ‘I’m 
stupid, I guess, but I believe that until 
this fall I never knew what it meant 
really to know Christ” will open the way 
for questions and conversation. 


The same spirit of sharing must con- 
tinue in explaining the way of salvation 
and helping them to come to grips per- 
sonally with the matter. After all, once 
a child, always a child. It is quite possi- 
ble that if George Bernard Shaw's 
mother were to appear suddenly on the 
scene today, her first words would be, 
“Georgie, now where are your rubbers! 
And have you got a clean pocket hand- 
kerchief ?” 


To address parents authoritatively, one 
must point away from himself to God’s 
revelation, the book which witnesses to 
His Son our Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Books of apologetics, the C. S. 
Lewis type, are of value, and a good 
Christian magazine can bear silent testi- 
mony month after month while the son 
or daughter is away at school, Getting 
them acquainted with a church where 
Christ is honored should be attempted by 
all means. Helping younger brothers and 
sisters by studying the Scriptures together 
and urging them to go to Sunday school 
is another important item. 

The spirit of witness, then, must be 
one of sharing and not preaching. The 
means are of a wide variety, but must 
center outside one’s self and one’s own 
experience. 
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How to Live 

Of equal importance with the spoken 
word is the silent, but never-silent, testi- 
mony of a life lived under control of the 
Spirit of God. This is true of all witness- 
ing, but especially true in homes. Parents 
and brothers and sisters know one inside 
and out—weaknesses, strengths, likes, 
dislikes, moods, tempers, and disposi- 
tions, Home is surely one place where 
one dare not open his mouth about a 
new life without living one. If he does, 
he is sure to be laughed out of court— 
and his Saviour too. John’s words are 
applicable here: ‘He that saith he abid- 
eth in him ought himself also so to walk, 
even as he walked” (I John 2:6). 


Lest We Forget... 


Foreign students, who are here only tempor- 
arily, are likely to be especially lonely over 
the holidays when the rest of us desert the 
campus for our homes. If possible, let's use 
this opportunity of showing them Christian 
friendliness in action by taking one or two of 
them home with us. 


There are numerous practical outwork- 
ings of this. Helpfulness around the 
house, co-operation in family affairs, do- 
ing things without being asked—all 
show the spirit of the One whom we 
serve. A change of attitude that shows 
unselfishness, control of that temper, a 
lack of quarrelsomeness, and a genuine 
interest in the welfare of others in the 
family will show forth the living Christ 
and make a world of difference in life 
at home as well. In many homes the only 
Christian has had to be the “peace- 
maker,” and has learned God's blessing 
on that otherwise thankless task. Those 
who come from the rare non-Christian 
home which is entirely peaceful and har- 
monious may still demonstrate the love 
of Christ through greater unselfishness 
and purity of life. 

The important things about living the 
life at home are (1) to exhibit helpful- 
ness and unselfishness and (2) to show 
at all times the “joy and peace of believ- 





ing.” A full, serene, and satisfied lif. 
will speak volumes in backing up th 
message of Christ. 


What to Do 
Some of the most trying problens 
come in the area of choosing one’s actiy) 


ties at home. The young Christian desire | 


fellowship with other Christians, an 
most Christians have a list of ‘‘do’s and 
don’t’s” to follow. These things are for. 
ever coming into conflict with the socid 
pattern of the non-Christian home. Wit. 
in the conflict, however, two things ar 
important—the son or daughter j 
obliged: to be obedient to his parents » 
long as they are responsible for him (and 
as long after that as possible), and his 
dealings with them must always be ia 
the spirit of love. If he feels that for 
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conscience’ sake he cannot honestly obey, | 
he owes an apology and a clear explan: | 
tion of the reason he feels as he does, A | 
headstrong and disobedient child is not | 
only being displeasing to God but als | 


may be forever closing his parents’ eas 
to the gospel. 


It is wise also to examine one’s own 
motives for spoiling an evening's fun for 
the rest of the family, Is the prompting 
one’s love for Christ, or a spirit of dy 
legalism? Read Mark 7 again in relation 
to this. In this connection it is well to 
remember that it is to the Lord that the 
Christian stands or falls as His servant 
—not to his fellow-Christians. Thes 
problems need to be met individually, 
prayed through, and handled with love 
and patience, remembering the claims of 
Christ and not hesitating to put them 





first, while remembering at the same time 


His commands of obedience and respect. 
This is one of the many areas of Chis 
tian living where a rule book is not pr0- 
vided, but where each must make his 
own decisions in the light of God’s Word 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

The last matters to be considered att 
marriage and vocation. They are the most 
important decisions made during college 
days and ones in which parents naturally 
take great interest. 

(Continued on page 23, column 2) 
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World Crisis and You 

(Continued from page 10) 
“And so it was possible for him in the 
end to feel that the forces of the Uni- 
verse had turned against man, and were 
bent on the destruction of his hopes, He 
came to feel that his faith was vain. His 


; faith had no anchor in the Eternal. His 


tragedy is One more pointer—among so 
many—to the need of a life and thought 
that shall be unified by the vision of the 
Eternal Love which, standing above the 
chances and changes of time and space, 
can alone give worth and movement to 
the meaning of life.” 

Yes, that is it—‘the vision of the 
Eternal Love.” But do we not need more 
than a vision ? In this bitterly realistic age 
we need a manifestation of this ‘Eternal 
Love” and that can be found only in 
Jesus Christ, “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 
5:8). The word commend here means to 
argue, to prove, to demonstrate; and the 
text clearly means that the great proof 
for the love of God is not in any senti- 
mental inner hope of the human heart 
that perhaps a sovereign God will love 
us, but in the great historic fact that 
Christ died for us. 

There is a great sentence hidden away 
in the Book of Acts, which many may 
have not noticed: ‘So mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed” (Acts 19: 
20). The context makes this simple sen- 
tence to glow with encouragement in 
just such an hour as this in which we are 
living. Paul is ministering in the great 
Arian city of Ephesus. All he has is the 
gospel, Against him is the power of en- 
tiching commercial activity; the fascina- 
tions of art; the long-established worship 
of Diana, with her famous temple, sen- 
sual rites, and stupefying deceptions; 
the ever-alluring pull of magical arts; 
the power of demons; the allurements of 
fleshly sins; pride in the city’s buildings 
and glory. It was the world in all its 
strange and inescapable power that Ephe- 
sus exalted and worshipped. And what 
happened when Paul came to Ephesus? 
The 19th and 20th chapters tell us that 
he spent his time “reasoning and per- 
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suading as to the things concerning the 
kingdom of God” (19:8; 20:25); that 
“all they which dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:10); 
that he declared unto them “‘all the coun- 
sel of God” (20:27), and, when he left 
them, he commended them to “‘the word 
of his grace” (20:32). “So mightily 
gtew the word of God and prevailed”’ 
(Acts 19:20). What does this mean but 
that the Word of God was set in the 
arena of the-Ephesian world and imme- 
diately came to grips with these great 
antagonistic powers, and as the wrestling 
continued the Word of God began 
mightily to prevail? It won! 

It was the power of God in the Word 
of God that changed this city. Idols be- 
gan to be abandoned; temples began to 
be forsaken; priests and priestesses 
turned from Diana, a nonexistent and 
inanimate goddess, to Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, raised from the dead. De- 
votees of magical arts brought their de- 
ceiving books and cast them into the fire. 
The light of the Word of God was over- 
coming the deep and long darkness cf 
this Ephesian metropolis. It was not 
preaching in itself that did it. It was not 
eloquence and the wisdom of man. It 
was the Word of God on the lips of a 
servant of God, preached with the power 
of God, that overcame these powers out 
of the abyss. 

My dear friends, this is what we need 
today, as these antagonists loom up in 
all their fearful strength. We must come 
back to this book which is God's eternal 
Word, and use it as the Sword of the 
Spirit for slaying these Goliaths sent of 
Satan, 

It is significant that, here and there, 
there is a recognition that it is Christ we 
need, it is the kingdom of God which 
we must seek after. How strange to find 
Charles Lindbergh—the man who once 
said that science was infinitely more im- 
portant than God—now in his maturity 
declaring that the only hope for men is 
that they become like Jesus Christ. What 
a confession! 

Many of you will have seen the long 
article in Life, “The Pursuit of Happi- 
ness,” the account of a notable confer- 


ence of eighteen prominent Americans 
called together for a round-table discus- 
sion by Mr. Luce. It is significant how 
this concludes. The last section of col- 
umn after column of discussion by these 
outstanding men and women is headed, 
“The Kingdom of Heaven.” And of 
course the title comes straight from the 
lips of our blessed Lord. Whatever be 
her own private interpretation, whatever 
be the meaning she assigned to her 
words, at least Betsey Barton came back 
to a New Testament phraseology, not 
the nomenclature of Hegel, or Karl 
Marx, or Immanuel Kant, but she came 
back to the very phrase of Jesus when 
she said: 

“Mystics have shown us that when 
they set out to achieve spiritual under- 
standing, they cleared the way by depriv- 
ing themselves of things, by their own 
will. But we are so suffocated with things 
and with distractions that the real pur- 
suit of happiness is almost impossible. . . . 

“Happiness is primarily an inner state, 
an inner achievement. In other words, I 
would like to close by saying that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is within us.” 

This is closer to it. 

But with the promotion of the liter- 
ature of UNESCO by funds supplied even 
by our own government, with the with- 
drawal of the Word of God from our 
public schools, with all the deceiving 
compromises with foreign religions, the 
talk of one world religion, and the re- 
pudiation of the supernatural elements 
of our religion, one thing we must do 
and do now—we must witness for the 
Lord. We must tell men of Christ. We 
must be able to give a reason for the 
hope that is within us. Men’s hearts are 
filled with fear, No one knows what is 
to come. Everyone knows we are facing 
imminent world crisis. The soil of human 
hearts is being plowed up as never be- 
fore. And into that loose soil you and I 
must take a vow before God to daily 
drop that seed of which Jesus spoke— 
“the seed is the word of God’ (Luke 
8:11). We must ever be faithful in 
“holding forth the word of life” (Philip- 
pians 2:16). No other word can give 
life. END 
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A STUDY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS—IlIlI 


Chapter 3:7 - 4:16 


Jesus the Rest-iver 


(io HAS SHOWN us in Psalm 8, quoted 
in Hebrews 2:5-8 what His place for man 
is: to be in control of things and circum- 
stances under Jesus Christ (v. 8). We do 
not see him in control of all yet, for he 
has not yet finished his training, but we 
see Jesus, our Representative Man, in 
full control (v. 9). He has suffered to 
come there and is bringing many sons 
there, perfected through suffering (v. 
10). He has taken their nature, not the 
nature of angels (v. 16) and counts them 
brethren (v. 12), children whom God 
gave Him (v. 13). “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name” (John 1:12). He has 
by death conquered the devil for them 
(v. 14) and delivered them from fear 
of death and He succors them when 
tempted (v. 18). God has placed Him 
over this body of believers as a Son over 
His own house. As Moses was faithful to 
God in caring for the murmuring Israel- 
ites in the wilderness, so Jesus Christ yet 
more faithfully cares for us, born-again 
souls, as His very own household (3:6). 

How wonderfully the Lord knows and 
interprets the need of each—though it 
is hidden often from others under gay 
exteriors and scarcely understood even by 
ourselves. He knows how the human 
heart needs rest if it is to reach its best, 


16 


and He is the Rest-Giver. Deep heart-rest 
cannot be artificially produced. At its 
best it is, I think, relaxation and rest in 
the Presence of One infinitely near and 
dear, who is able to meet all our needs. 

Do you remember that two kinds of 
rest are offered in Matthew 11:28, 29? 
The first is the rest of forgiveness and 
deliverance from the power of the 
Enemy. “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” The Israelites knew that 
test when the blood of the lamb was 
sprinkled on the doorposts and God 
brought them out and through the Red 
Sea, and overthrew their enemies. We 
get their song of praise in Exodus 15. 

The second kind of rest offered is rest 
through surrender to a Person and accep- 
tance of His will. “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me... and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” 

My Saviour, Thou hast offered rest: 

Oh, give it then to me; 
The rest of ceasing from myself, 
To find my all in Thee. (£.H.H.) 


The Israelites never got this kind of 
rest. They are brought before us in these 
two chapters as men who missed God's 
best. How restless and discontented they 
were as they continued their journey 
through the wilderness under God's 
guidance and protection. It is from that 


deep restlessness of the human spirit tha 
our God wants to deliver us, and He 
can. “O Lord, Thou hast made us for 
Thyself, and the heart can never res) 
till it finds rest in Thee,” said Augustine 7am 
and that means not simply coming to § 
Him, but surrendering the personality Be 
to Him, and taking His standards, His 
wishes for one’s own—being united to 
Him. 


Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee 1 will one will, 
To do or to endure. 

Chapter 3:17-19 is taken up with tel 
ing us of that miserable time in the 
wilderness when the Israelites wandered 
round and round, making no progress 
just waiting for the men to die off who 
had refused to go forward when God 
commanded. They were saved from 
Egypt, but never got into Canaan and al 
the good things God had provided for 
them there. 


God calls their bodies “‘carcases” in 
verse 17 and Numbers 14:33. That is not 
a word we use for any dear friend whose 
spirit has passed on to glory. It is used 
here because these people had behaved 
so like the beasts, They had let theit 
bodily tastes rule their acticns, not God's 
will and wishes. They let those physic 

(Continued on page 29, column 1) 
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(amping in the Canal Zone 


Tropical Island in the Pacific was the 

scene for a Bible conference this summer for young people—high 
school and collegio students—from the Panama Canal Zone. 

Directors and counsellors included Mr. and Mrs. Edward Pentecost, IVCF 
staff members in Mexico, Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Hood of the Latin American Mission, and Rev. and Mrs. William 

Beeby of the Canal Zone Baptist Church. Part of the 

island is shown above; the camp site is behind 

the long dock at the point. 





The launch each morning sent campers 
scurrying down to the dock with 
high hopes of mail and various supplies. 


— 
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The launch was a very important link 
between the island and the mainland. 
Above is a group leaving camp via launch. 


Afternoons were spent in recreation— 
volleyball, basketball, tennis, and hiking, 
followed by a dip in the cool Pacific. 


By the time the launch 
pulled away on its 
final trip, five young people 
had definitely found the Lord 
as their personal Saviour. 
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A group of campers provides and 
prepares a fish dinner for the campers—good to 
eat and good for extra merit-points. 


This happy junior counsellor typifies 
the spirit of the camp, which adopted the slogan 
“Don't worry about it,"’ from Philippians 4:6. 


a) 


Thick tropical bush like this on the island 
made hiking a real adventure. This gang heading 
Into the bush headed back to school this 
fall with a new vision of what the Lord 
might do through them. 


Division of the camp into four 
teams kept competition 
lively. A hilarious session followed 
each noon meal when inspection 
scores were reported. 

















All conference sessions were 
built around important 
phases of the Christian life and 
witness from the Book of Philippians. 


Campers were housed in abandoned Navy barracks, 
which were excellent quarters; meeting and 
eating Went on in the former mess hall. 






Campers found it hard to 
leave this kind of scenery 
when the conference closed. 






j Mealtime gave the usual friendly 
{ opportunity for students to become better 
acquainted. Service was cafeteria-style. 
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by Cleo Buxton 


% \ In response to several requests, 
His this month begins a 

sort of “clinic,” in which staff members 

discuss and analyze representative 

IVCF chapters from their areas. 

Fg First in the series is the large 
r residential university, discussed 
by Regional Secretary Cleo Buxton. 
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Ts LARGE residential universities— 
like the University of Illinois, Purdue, or 
the University of Michigan—are usually 
located in a small town, most of the stu- 
dents living either in the dormitories or 
in private homes just off campus; com- 
muters living in their own homes are 
the exception. 

The advantages of this type of school, 
as far as a campus witness for Christ is 
concerned, seem to outweigh the disad- 
vantages. 

Students in these schools all live in 
relatively close proximity and thus come 
to find out a great deal about one an- 
other. Such close association reveals not 
only one’s laudable characteristics, but 
also his failures and idiosyncrasies. Here, 
then, lies a real challenge for the Chris- 
tian student to show his Saviour in his 
everyday living. In the close quarters 
which overflowing schools demand, one 
may experience irritability much more 
readily than under less crowded circum- 
stances, Thus there is no better time to 
put to test the Apostle Paul’s exhorta- 
tion to ‘have the mind of Christ’’ than 
when living with one’s two to ten room- 
mates; ability to maintain a Christian 
composure in every citcumstance is 
bound to make an effect on roommates. 
This fact has been attested in one large 
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Midwestern university by a student who 
was the means whereby three roommates 
out of five came to know the Lord Jesus 
as their personal Saviour. 


The students in a large residential uni- 
versity feel a close kinship because they 
all endure the “suffering” together. 
They all know what it means to be lonely 
and away from home. Many of them 
know how it feels to be down to one’s 
last dollar with no letter from home in 
sight. These students learn how to han- 
dle, sometimes in a rather direct way, the 
student who has been accustomed to hav- 
ing his own way at home and for whom 
this new experience in co-operation has 
had its attending disappointments. These 
and many more experiences shared or 
undergone individually tend to bind the 
students in one house or dorm close to- 
gether. This in turn leads inevitably to 
a more careful scrutiny of each individ- 
ual’s life and allows the student who pro- 
fesses Christ only two alternatives— 
either to live up to that profession or to 
be marked off as a “preacher” without 
practice. 

There are great opportunities in this 
type of school for the Christian student 
who sincerely wants to be used of the 
Lord. He can be that “buddy” to a fel- 
low for whom no one else has time; he 


ad 








can be a real source of encouragement 
to freshmen by helping them in their 
studies and keeping them so busy they 
won't have time to be homesick or dis- 
appointed. In short, the Christian stu- 
dent can be an ideal “big brother.”’ There 
are times when he can help the fellow- 
student who has family troubles or whose 
best girl friend has walked out on him. 
Often nothing more is required than to 
be a good listener, but sympathetic lis- 
tening has often paved the way for later 
witnessing to Christ’s work in one’s life. 


Individual students who take such op- 
portunities are part of the strength of 
the chapter at the large residential uni- 
versity. Because there have been such 
students who have been willing to pay 
the price of time and effort to make 
friends of students who are less fortunate 
than they, it is in some of these schools 
that strong chapters of IVCF are found. 

On such a campus, members usually 
have a free hand in planning their meet- 
ings and deciding what their activities 
are to be. The college officials are usually 
mest co-operative with anything the stu- 
dents wish to do, and there is generally 
a good working relationship among stu- 
dent groups. 


One of the greatest difficulties of such 
a chapter is to plan a meeting, perhaps 
once a week, which will appeal to un- 
saved students and provide a means of 
reaching them for Christ and also serve 
as spiritual nourishment for the Chris- 
tian students whose week has left them 
spiritually parched and hungry. Accom- 
plishing this dual purpose in one meet- 
ing is a real problem, but one that can- 
not be sidestepped. The less vocal Chris- 
tians desperately need a meeting to which 
they can bring their friends, confident 
that they will hear the way of salvation. 
And it must be a meeting in which the 
unsaved friends will be at least mildly 
interested. Also, the Christians need the 
help and stimulus of a meeting planned 
to feed their spirits. 

The manner in which this problem is 
settled may largely determine both the 


numerical and spiritual strength of the 
chapter. 


One chapter solved this difficulty by 
inviting speakers of note from one of the 
large cities nearby. If such speakers are 
brought in every week, however, a real 
pitfall may result because the Christian 
student soon relaxes into lethargy and 
decides that, since the speaker is to reach 
the students for Christ, he has no respon- 
sibility in the matter. Too, the financial 
burden of such a program is heavy on 
the student pocketbook. In order to ease 
this situation and bring in more student 
participation, this chapter finally decided 
on two outside speakers a month—one 
on some doctrinal phase of our belief; the 
other, if possible, a missionary. The 
other two nights, students or faculty 
members participate in discussion groups, 
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Be sure to include the old address as well 
as the new when sending in a change of 
address, because His subscriber plates 
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panels, or lectures related to Christian 
living. This chapter sets aside at least 
one meeting a month to which a deter- 
mined effort is made to bring the un- 
saved, It is expected, however, that those 
who are not Christians will be invited 
to other meetings as well in crder that 
they may see Christianity as a real power 
working among the students, and may 
realize their need of that power. 

Setting up Bible study groups has con- 
stituted another problem in this type of 
school. Sometimes a number of Christian 
students living in the same house or 
block can get together for Bible study 
at their own convenience. The tempta- 
tion may be to start too many study 
gtoups in an effort to satisfy those who 
are spread all over the campus and do 
not wish to go far for Bible study. One 
chapter executive learned that they must 
authorize and recognize only as many 
Bible studies as they could provide with 
competent leaders. Groups set up on a 
purely geographical or other convenient 


basis are doomed to failure, unless the 
have adequate leadership. 

What to do for recreation for th 
Christian students who do not participa 
in the usual college week-end activitis 
is sometimes a perplexity for chapte 
leaders. However, a social committe 
that really wants to serve can help ty 
meet this need. Some chapters issue flier 
each week which announce what is goiny 
on at the various evangelical churchg 
as well as other events which the Chri. 
tian student might wish to attend. 

In one chapter, the men spend on 
night a week playing basketball or volley. 
ball. They usually put four to six teams 
on the floor and have a tournament ru. 
ning for a week or so. After that the 
choose different teams and begin again 
This is quite an attraction to nominl 
Chrisitan fellows who like sports; sev 
eral of them have been brought close 
to the Lord through this contact. 

One chapter sets aside one Saturdy 
night each month for a get-together fo 
singing, prayer, and study of the Word. 
The number who come out for this mee 
ing is less than for the times with mor 
social emphasis, but the spiritual tone of 
the whole chapter is noticeably better be. 
cause of this time spent in communion 
with the Lord. 

Sometimes an acute problem arises in 
the fact that the town in which the uni- 
versity is located is small and there ma 
be only one or two churches where : 
really Biblical message is preached, Ne 
turally wanting to go where they ca 
receive spiritual benefit, the students at 
tend the one or two churches in groups. 
This action brings a charge from other 


church groups and sometimes from the | 


officials of the campus that the IVCF is 
nothing more than a campus extension 
of the ministry of one particular church. 
Even more detrimental is the students 
conception that—as long as they attend 
the church and invite unsaved students 
to go with them—they are performing 
their assignment. They completely over: 
look their responsibility to the students 
who will never come near that particular 
church, but who, if they are to be reached 
at all, must be reached individually, The 
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chapter leaders will find it necessary to 
seek God's will in regard to this prob- 
lem, and may be led to attend other 
churches. 

In one chapter, several of the strong 
Christians were led to attend other 
churches when this situation arose and 
were the means of bringing many more 
out to Inter-Varsity, some of whom were 
converted. 

This can be a very delicate situation 
in a small town but one that the chapter 
leaders cannot ignore. Often they must 
awaken their co-workers to the fact that 
there is a problem. Too many times IVCF 
people all settle down in one church to 
enjoy a grand time of fellowship to- 
gether, but never really count for the 
Lord. 

In a larger university, the chapter 
leaders must be very sensitive to the need 
for the students of the chapter to become 
acquainted with one another. They them- 
selves must really want to know each stu- 
dent who has attended the meetings; they 
must realize that in these contacts lies 
the possibility not only of helping the 
students in their spiritual growth but also 
of leading some to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The matter of reaching new students 
continues to be a real problem for which 
no entirely satisfactory solution has been 
found. Many times there are elaborate 
systems set up to introduce new students 
to the chapter, but through lack of time 
or interest the individual students never 
are approached unless they happen to 
come to a meeting of their own accord. 
A requisite in solving this problem is the 
firm conviction on the part of the lead- 
ets of the chapter that the fellowship in 
Christ as found in the group will be of 
teal worth to any student who attends. 
Part of the reason for lack of success in 
teaching new students, unfortunately, is 
the fact that the leaders have never ex- 
petienced real fellowship in the group 
themselves because they also lack the 
basic experience of knowing what Christ 
can mean. A conviction of the inestim- 
able value of life as a Christian must 
underlie every effort to promote Chris- 
tian work if that effort is to ring true 
and be successful, 
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This is the way large residential uni- 
versities look to us. The problems can 
be surmounted if students who are will- 
ing to work and to be used of the Lord 
consider them prayerfully and seek God's 
wisdom in their solution. When leaders 
and members seek God’s help and use 
His power, these chapters produce fine 
Christian students with deep Christian 
faith—a fact supported by the good pro- 
portion ef students who have left such 
campuses as strong, virile Christians. 

END 


SS 
Use Him As Though 
You Loved Him 

(Continued from page 7) 
... With her much fair speech she caused 
him to yield, with the flattering of her 
lips she forced him.” Yes, she was suc- 
cessful, but she was a harlot. The record 
of another is preserved in the New Testa- 
ment. It is of a young man who, beloved 
of his Teacher, was invited to become 
one of the inner circle. He won the con- 
fidence of all and was appointed treas- 
urer of the board. One day he came with 
a multitude to publicly express his devo- 
tion to his Master, to express it with a 
kiss, a kiss of treacherous betrayal. Judas 
Iscariot was his name. 

“Use him as though you loved him” ? 
God forbid! Let us rather examine our- 
selves, whether we “be in the faith”; 
let us count “‘all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus’”’ our Lord. “Let no man seek his 
own, but each his neighbour's good” 
(1 Corinthians 10:24, ASV). 

“Let your love be genuine’ (Romans 
12:9, RSV). END 





How to Tell Your Folks 
(Continued from page 14) 

The problem of marriage is too great 
a one to be handled here except in its 
relation to parents. Of course the Chris- 
tian shall choose (or take care to be 
chosen by!) a Christian as his life-part- 
ner. But the fact that he makes a spiritual 
condition his first qualification does not 
eliminate the others, and it is here that 
parents’ opinion has a great deal of value. 
Conversion does not cut off the past. God 


cleanses, purifies, and perfects the per- 
sonality through the new inward crea- 
tion, but temperamentally one may re- 
main much the same. Parents, who have 
after all lived around that temperament 
for a number of years, usually know what 
it needs quite well and their mature 
judgment is often very good. The Chris- 
tian young person must seek God’s will 
at all costs, but never without a prayerful 
and careful consideration of his parents’ 
opinion, 

In the matter of choosing vocation one 
needs to consider his parents’ advice, but 
to consider it in the light of varying 
standards and purposes in life. Parents 
are usually anxious for their children to 
have money, success, prestige, influence, 
or some similarly materialistic formula 
for happiness. The Christian’s chief aim 
is service—to God and man; and his ideas 
as to vocation will accordingly differ 
from his parents. 


This is one of the places where God 
may call one to differ from his parents, 
to step forth boldly into His way. This is 
particularly the case with those who have 
responded to His call to preach the gos- 
pel to those who have never heard. Surely 
the objection of non-Christians to mis- 
sionary work—whether here or abroad— 
is only to be expected and cannot be pre- 
sumed to be God’s voice. One does need, 
however, to be as kind as possible in his 
determination, and to pray that God will 
give his parents peace of mind as to his 
safety and general well-being. If a close, 
loving contact with parents has been 
maintained during school days (the 
weekly letter should never be neglected 
by Christians), the matter of a decision 
before God will have been brought up 
gradually and minds and hearts opened 
through prayer to permit His will. 

The Christian student is called to 
faithful, believing prayer on behalf of 
those he loves, and continual testimony 
of word and deed as he presents Christ 
to them, It is a tightrope to walk, calling 
for a superhuman balance of tact, wis- 
dom, and love, but he has the promises 
of God and the sure knowledge that his 
sufficiency in every difficulty of life is in 
Him. END 








The Lord’s will for every Christian 


I. CERTAINLY Is confusing. One mis- 
sionary talks this way: “We all have the 
call; it is the command of Christ. There- 
fore every young Christian who wants to 
obey God should plan to be a missionary 
unless God stops him.” Then another 
missionary—equally godly and sincere— 
says, “You dare not engage in missionary 
work unless you are absolutely sure that 
God has called you. Such are the strains 
and stresses of missionary life that you 
should not step one foot beyond this 
shore unless you have a special call of 
God.” 


So you are confused at the opposite 
counsel from those who should know. 
Of course some students gleefully grab 
the opportunity thus afforded to evade 
the issue of missionary service; but many 
more, the majority by far, are honestly 
puzzled. 


Which is right ? And who has the right 
to say which is right? Must there be a 
fog over the signs that mark the road a 
Christian student needs to walk, the way 
of God's will for his life? 


I do not think so. In fact I know other- 
wise. Certainty is possible for every child 
of God, The experience of thousands, 
missionaries and others, proves that we 
can find and know the will of God. But 
even before that, the Word of God on 
which that experience is based says it in 
so many words. Look up the following 
passages: Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 30:21. 


is that he be... 





called by God 


Well, then, what is a missionary call ? 

I am not sure that I can answer. But 
I know that I have had one, And I know 
how any Christian can reach the place 
where he knows whether or not he has a 
missionary call, and that’s the important 
thing. 

First, a call is given by a voice. And 
a missionary call comes from the voice 
of God. Or, let us say, it is the voice of 
God to the Christian. 

Then, in order for it to register, the 
call must be heard. This results in two 
things: a conviction that the caller has 
spoken and an understanding of what he 
said, Similarly, with a missionary call, 
there is a conviction that God has spoken 
and some understanding of the focal 
point of that call. 


And this conviction always comes. It 
and the voice of God are the constant 
elements in every missionary call. With- 
out it, there is no certainty of call; with 
it, no continued uncertainty. See it in 
Acts 16:10, 


But in between the voice of God (the 
call) and the conviction that God has 
spoken (the reception of the call), there 
are the means by which God speaks. And 
these vary. There may be one or more; 
they may be inner or outer; they may be 
obvious or subtle. And because they 
vary, and because they are mistakenly 
identified with the call itself, some young 
people are confused. 


The direct word was a method whic 
God used commonly in the Old Tesi. 
ment, His approach to Abraham is a 
example. But even there, the audibk 
voice was not always used, as a study of 
Genesis 12:1; 15:1; 17:1 will shov, 
Even there the method varied. 

In the New Testament period, includ: 


ing the times in which we live, the meth | 


od varies even more, and the direct word 
is rarely used. But do not think that this 
means God's voice is less clear or His 
will more difficult to know. Try to sup 
pose what your feelings would be if you 
suddenly heard a voice from the ait, 
without seeing any speaker, or even if 
you saw a figure, say a person who 
claimed to be God and tried to compd 
you with divine authority. Would you 
first reaction be that you have heard the 
voice of God or that you have been work 
ing too hard and should see a psychis- 
trist? At the very least there would be n0 
necessary certainty. We do not have to 
see or hear physically to have the con- 
viction that God has spoken, 

Though different methods are used by 
God today, they are not so many and $0 
diverse that further confusion is pro 
duced. In most cases, if not all, they ate 
three. God may, in the beginning speak 
through one, two, or all three. Even: 
tually, all three will agree, though 
not necessarily very soon. Remembet, 
though, that these methods are only fot 
Christians. 
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They are the Word of God, the im- 
pressions of prayer, and the circum- 
stances of life. 

God often speaks through a passage 
of the Bible. You are reading or think- 
ing about some verse. Quietly, but insis- 
tently, that verse begins to stand out, not 


| only with some new meaning, but with 


a compelling conviction that it means 
you and for some definite purpose or 
work, The verse may be familiar or not. 
The force, the compulsion, is new. 
Again, the impressions of prayer often 
channel God's message. You are asking 
God to reveal His will; perhaps you are 
praying for God's servants, or interced- 
ing for the lost around the world. Per- 
haps you are quietly meditating before 
the Lord concerning some truth of His 
Word or the needs of men, And as you 
do, again with quiet insistence, some one 
country, as a picture of the mind perhaps, 


| of just as a thought, comes to rest as a 


burden on your heart. 

The third common method used by 
God is that of circumstances. By an ap- 
parent coincidence your attention is 
drawn to some one country in a series of 
unusual circumstances: people you meet, 
books you read, speakers you hear, The 
compulsion of military service, the de- 
mands of a family or a job, or some other 
Circumstances of life link you up in a 
noticeable way with one field or work. 
Sometimes the circumstances indicate a 
ted light rather than a green; sometimes 
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by T. Norton Sterrett 


a wall rather than a gate. The principle 
is the same. But right here one important 
word of caution is necessary. Don’t de- 
pend on circumstances alone to show 
you God’s will. Why? Because at first 
they may indicate the opposite. They may 
be obstacles to test your faith, your per- 
sistence, So lean your weight on the guid- 
ance of the Word of God and the voice 
of the Holy Spirit in prayer. Trust the 
voice of circumstances only for confirma- 
tion. 

Probably most Christians have an ex- 
perience at some time of God's using all 
three of these methods to indicate His 
will for other things. He uses them for 
the missionary call as well. 

The experience of the great mission- 
ary, C. T. Studd, is one in which God 
used all three channels to carry the call. 
God spoke to him over a period of time 
and in different ways. In the Norman 
P. Grubb biography the first means is 
recorded in these words (quoting 
Studd): ‘‘About this time I met with a 
tract written by an atheist.’’ This tract 
told what the atheist thought he would 
do with his life if he really believed what 
Christians said they believed. The convic- 
tion that came with the reading so com- 
pelled the young Studd that he says, “I 
therefore determined that from that time 
forth my life should be consistent. I set 
myself to know what was God’s will for 
me.” This was the channel of circum- 
stances, 


The voice of God came through the 
second means a little later, as testified in 
these words: “I had felt that England 
was big enough for me. But now my 
mind seemed constantly to run in the 
direction of the Lord’s work abroad.” 
This was the agency of impressions 
through prayer. 

Further uncertainties troubled Studd, 
and they were resolved as God spoke in a 
third way. The experience was this: “I 
prayed to God to guide me by His Word. 
I felt that there was one thing alone 
which could keep me from going, and 
that was the love of my mother; but I 
read that passage ‘He that loveth father 
or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me,’ after which I knew it was God’s 
will and I decided to go.” 

Whether by all three or by one, or by 
still some other means, God’s voice comes 
with clarity, resulting in a conviction 
that God has spoken, calling to mission- 
ary service or to some other walk of life. 

But now you may be one of those who 
say quite honestly, ‘Well, I have a feel- 
ing that God may be calling me as a 
missionary but how can I tell whether it 
is a real conviction or just a feeling?” 
This is a big question, for many times 
the two are confused. 

This conviction is not just a feeling; 
that may come and go. It is not just an 
emotional stirring; that may rise and fall. 
It is not just a sense of obligation; that 

(Continued on page 27, column 3) 





THE CENTURIES ANSWER 


by Dorothy C. Haskin 


How CAN I BE CERTAIN that Christian- 
ity is all that it claims to be? 

Jesus suggested this standard: “A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth 
good fruit’’ (Matthew 7:18). 

In the centuries since His death and 
resurrection there has been ample time 
to apply the acid test to the lives of His 
followers. Does Christianity produce 
good fruit? 

Satan once said, “All that a man hath 
will he give for his life” (Job 2:4). The 
early Christians made him a liar. Accord- 
ing to tradition, only one of the twelve 
disciples died a natural death. They were 
willing to die for their belief in Christ's 
resurrection. Then for three hundred 
years, in wave after wave, the Christians 
were killed in the arena. Stories come 


down to us, not only of the leaders like 
Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, who met 
death crying, “Come, cruel tortures of 
the devil, only let me attain unto Jesus 
Christ,” but stories of ordinary Christians 
like the couple in Thebais, who hung dy- 
ing on the cross for days, speaking words 
of encouragement to each other. 

These early Christians lived and died 
so well that the last heathen Emperor of 
Rome, Julian the Apostate, exclaimed as 
he died, “Nazarene, thou hast con- 
quered.” 

Then came the courageous men who 
took Christianity to the savages of Eu- 
rope. Columbia founded the church in 
cold, bleak Scotland. Columbanus took 
the name of Christ to the mountains of 
Switzerland. Boniface went to Germany. 
When the savages attacked him, he told 
his followers not to resist; then he laid 
his head on a copy of the Gospels and 
was murdered. They were the mission- 
aries of their day, daring to make Chris- 
tian the heathen of Europe. 

Even the Dark Ages had their great 
Christians. They were individuals who 


stand out, like Francis of Assisi, for ex. 
ample. Born rich, he was a gay, vait 
youth. Then during a long illness, he 
was converted. He lived a life of self- 
denial and trust in the providing car 
of God. 

The “Poor Men of Lyons’’ gave up 
their earthly goods, and devoted their 
lives to taking the gospel to the poor. 
Wearing only coarse woolen raiment and 
wooden shoes, they traveled over Europe 
reading the Gospels to anyone who 
would listen to them. 

Then a light here, a light there, and 
the Reformation flamed over Europe 
Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John 
Knox are well known as lights of that 
flame. John Wycliffe, too, in constant 
fear for his life, translated the Bible into 
English. The Lollards traveled all over 
England, preaching and reading the Gos- 
pels to all who would listen. 

And the list of martyrs grew, as a host 
of men and women went to the block 
for their faith in Christ. 

Because they wished to live for Him, 
the Pilgrims made a perilous ocean jout- 
ney and founded our country with free- 
dom of worship, Their courage was 
founded in their trust. The same centuty 
saw a humble tinker write Pilgrim's 
Progress, second only to the Bible in 
number of copies printed. In the eight 
eenth century John Wesley stood for the 
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tight of all men to hear the gospel. 


The nineteenth century saw the begin- 
ning of “modern missions.” Starting 
with William Carey’s trek to India, the 
long pilgrimage to the far-flung corners 
of the globe still continues. David Liv- 
ingstone entered the interior of Africa to 
se if anyone lived there and, finding 
that they did, devoted his life to explor- 
ing the country that others might follow 
him with the message. Adoniram Judson 
devoted his life to Christ and Burma. 
Robert Morrison translated the Bible into 
the Chinese language. Many of these men 
and women became martyrs. So each gen- 
eration has produced its own men and 
women for Christ. 


Nor have all the Lord’s own been min- 
isters and missionaries. There has been 
along procession of Christian business 
men—John Wanamaker, Clifton Clin- 
ton, Henry P. Crowell, Milton Her- 
shey, and others. Many of these men 
give vast amounts to Christian enter- 
prises, and some of them preach as they 
give, 


Christian music is one of the fruits of 
Christianity. Music is considered the 
youngest of the arts, being about six hun- 
dred years old. And most of the great 
musicians have written for the Lord, ex- 
pressing their love for Him. Some of 
these compositions have been outstand- 
ing. They include many of Bach's 
chorales, Handel’s Messiah, Haydn's 
Creation, and all the music we enjoy at 
Christmas and Easter. 


But do not other religions have a 
counterpart ? 


No other religion was born in blood as 
was Christianity. Confucianism and 
Buddhism spread gradually without a 
conflict. The Mohammedans, instead of 
being killed, killed those who did not 
accept their beliefs. 


And what fruit have these religions 
produced? How many hospitals and lep- 
‘sariums have they built ? The mission- 
‘ty not only takes them Christ, but 
medicine and kindness. 
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What great men have the other reli- 
gions produced? China has had no out- 
standing religious leader since Confucius 
and Lao-tzu, who lived about five hun- 
dred years before Christ. India has had 
many Sadhus, who renounce helping 
others to work out their own salvation. 
Japan has produced an outstanding reli- 
gious leader in these generations—Ka- 
gawa, but he is a liberal Christian. 


Recently the newspapers have been 
filled with the news of the death of Mo- 
handas K. Gandhi, hailed as the spiritual 
leader of India. One commentator aptly 
said, ‘‘He was the most spiritual politi- 
cian of our times.”’ That estimate is cor- 
rect, for while he was an intelligent, 
educated man who might have devoted 
his life to ending the worship of idols 
and animals, he devoted it to politics. 


Because Christ’s mother was a Jew, one 
might expect the Jews to produce other 
outstanding religious leaders, but they 
still hark back to Moses for leadership. 
Since the day that the Jews as a nation 
rejected God’s Anointed, the Holy One 
of Israel, what leaders have they pro- 
duced ? Listen to their religious programs 
over the radio, They sing the Psalms 
beautifully, but their sermons are merely 
a plea for racial tolerance. They are con- 
cerned solely with the things of this earth. 


Read Liebman’s Peace of Mind and 
weep because Judaism has so little to 
offer its followers, There is no triumph 
of the resurrection in it, but rather, “We 
should always remember that there are 
other forms of immortality besides per- 


* sonal survival. Man displays perhaps his 


most remarkable and his most unselfish 
genius when he turns from the thoughts 
of individual immortality and finds in- 
spiration in the immortality of the human 
race. 


Yes, one of the reasons I believe that 
Christ is what He claimed to be is that 
His children are and have been what He 
said He would make them. END 


Called by God—and Sure of It! 
(Continued from page 25) 

may (and should) spread around the 

world. 

Therefore, test out your feelings. Give 
time and attention to prayer, to determin- 
ing what is in your own heart. 

You can know a conviction as distinct 
from a feeling, after a time. Some of the 
tests are these: a conviction is permanent, 
a spring not a puddle; conviction is set- 
tled and constant, a tide not a wave; a 
conviction is specific and directed, a river 
not a swamp; and a conviction is con- 
firmed not isolated, 

Let me ask you two questions. 

First, how much do you want to know 
God’s will—and live it? Do you want 
God's will as much as you want any other 
thing? Do you want it as much as all 
other things put together? To sit back 
and look at it objectively, if we dare, is 
there really anything else as important 
for us as Christians? Are all other things 
together as important? 

If finding and carrying out God's will 
for your life is the most important thing, 
and if you as yet do not know God’s will, 
then here is the second question: 

What are you doing to find out what 
God wants you to do? As much as you 
would do about the most important thing 
in life? How much time each day or even 
each week are you giving to that most 
important thing? Are you giving five 
minutes a day to prayer for this one mat- 
ter? Are you giving any systematic study 
te the Word of God with this question 
in mind? to the reading of books which 
may help? to the study of various coun- 
tries and their needs? to prayer for the 
gospel around the world? 

What you are doing is the test of what 
you really feel, of how much you really 
want to know. I have found more than 
once that the chief obstacle to my finding 
God's will was the humiliating fact that 
I was not desperate to know, sometimes 
that I was only mildly interested. I 
found I could not play with God that 
way. I have found that unless I will to 
know—dead earnestly and actively—I 
cannot know His will. 


(Continued on next page) 











Your problem may be as mine has 
sometimes been just at this point. Face 
it with God. Search your own heart in 
prayer; think through your active day; 
what do you really want, and what are 
you doing? If this is the problem, the an- 
swer will be found nowhere else. Wait 
before God until your heart awakes with 
a great determination that, no matter 
what the cost, you will seek and find 
God's will. Determination will lead to 
prayer and study and the use of every 
other means which the Lord will show. 
Then according to His Word God will 
reveal Himself and His will to your 
seeking heart. 


The problem may still remain as to 
how you should seek. And this cannot 
be reduced to a mechanical formula, On 
the other hand, neither is it so vague 
and uncertain that it is mere impractical 
pious phraseology. There are real spir- 
itual principles, just as definite, practical, 
and certain as any physical law. They are, 
like physical law, an expression of the 
essential reason and order in God's na- 
ture. 

So here are some suggestions. 

First, yield this matter of God's will 
for you completely to Him. In prayer, 
consciously and deliberately tell Him that 
you choose His will, you are willing to 
go anywhere, to do anything, that He 
wants. Think of the things you want to 
do least, for which you think you are not 
fitted, of which you are afraid, which 
you dislike. Deliberately accept those as 
possibilities; tell God you are ready for 
them, if they are His will. Do not be in 
a hurry about this. Give God time to 
bring to mind something which may not 
be yielded, which you have covered from 
your consciousness, which might be the 
obstacle. Repeat this yielding several 
times to make it firm, explicit, deliberate, 
complete. 

Second, face the foreign mission field 
as if you had actually decided to go. 
Why? Because of two great facts: 
Christ’s command given to all His dis- 
ciples, and the fact that 2,000 years after 
the command was given vast areas are 
still in ignorance of Christ and, gener- 


ally speaking, there are 100 Christian 
witnesses at home to 1 in other lands. 
Face these facts, and you must face the 
foreign field. As you face the field you 
will hear God’s question to Isaiah, ““Who 
will go?”’ And the only right answer is 
that of Isaiah, ‘“‘Here am I, send me.” 

Isaiah was asking to be sent, not just 
being willing to go. He was willing, but 
more: he was facing in that direction. He 
was facing, but more: he was moving in 
that direction, asking to be sent. And he 
received his call. 

Why not ask God to send you to the 
foreign field, to some unreached area? 
Does that sound radical, extreme? Only 
one of two things will follow. You will 
either go or not. If God sends you out, 
would He do it if it were not the best, the 
right place in all the world for you? Of 
course not. Remember, the effect of this 
prayer, honestly prayed by one who has 
first yielded the matter to the Lord, 
would only be the unmistakable finding 
of God’s will, possibly at home, possibly 
abroad. The end of this prayer can only 
be the place God chooses for you. It may 
not be the place you would choose. So 
if you are not ready to pray thus, ask 
yourself why not. 

A third suggestion is to investigate the 
fields, Have a systematic plan of reading 
missionary books, regularly, not neces- 
sarily a lot. Hear and talk with mission- 
aries from the fields. Take a missionary 
magazine—and read it. Plan and use a 
missionary prayer list that will take you 
periodically around the world, Be active; 
show the Lord you mean business. 

The last suggestion is to wait on the 
Lord. Set yourself a regular time—and 
a specified amount of time—to seek 
God’s face in prayer for His will. This is 
not legal bondage, but a loving voluntary 
covenant with your Lord to fulfili His 
purpose for you. Study your Bible syste- 
matically, regularly, with a notebook, on 
the subject of God’s will and His call. 

And do not just start, but continue, 
seriously, patiently, determinedly. God 
may not speak the first day. He may want 
you to find out for yourself how much 
you are in earnest, how sincerely you 
sing, “Teach me Thy way, O Lord.” 


But—and this is the glorious certaj 
—sooner or later, through one means 
another, slowly or suddenly, God yill 
speak and the conviction will come, } 
will come in time, God's time, which is 
the right time. And remember, there js 
nothing in all God’s universe that cay 
take the place of that conviction—thx 
you are in the place and doing the work 
that God has chosen for you, It is worth 
every effort. It is for every Christian, 

But is it really for everyone? Is not 
a conviction of the call to missionay 
service only for those who are to go to 
foreign lands in full-time work? 

No, definitely not. Every Christian 
should know, every Christian may know, 
that he is in the place God wants him to 
be, doing the work God gave him to do, 
That conviction, that certainty, is for the 
doctor, the businessman, the professor, 
the housewife, the office secretary, the 
minister, no less than the missionary, 
While the service of God is a specid 
service and the call to it may have special 
features, yet the will of God, and there 
fore His call, covers all honorable o 
cupations and all areas of a Christian's 
life. And since the command of Christis 
already to go, the one who stays, even 
more than the one who goes, should want 
that special impression of the voice of 
God to him—that personal call—tut 
God has promised. 

Do you know that the course you att 
taking, the life work you plan to follow, 
is God's will? Perhaps you began without 
that assurance, but you need not, dare not 
continue without it. If you are, as is quite 
possible in the place God wants you to 
be, how much better to know it, and go 
ahead in that confidence. And if by 
chance you are not headed in the diret- 
tion of God's will, how infinitely better 
to learn it now than later when it might 
be too late to change. Do not delay. Seek 
the Lord with all your heart. You may 
hear His voice and know His will. 

I still cannot quite tell you what the 
call is. I do not think you need to know. 
You may never be able to analyze the 
tones of His voice, but you may know 
with certainty that He has spoken—if you 
will. END 
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jesus the Rest-Giver 

(Continued from page 16) 
cavings speak so loudly that they could 
not hear and heed God. There are none 
0 deaf as those who will not hear. 

“We remember the fish, which we did 
at in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and 
the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, 
and the garlick: But now our soul is dried 
away: there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes”; the food God 
had sent to be their sustenance is a pic- 
ture of what the Living Word of God 
may become to us today. So had they 
wept “in the ears of the Lord” (Num- 
bers 11:5-6, 18). And when later the 
command came to go forward into that 
tich land of promise God had prepared 
for them beyond the wilderness testings, 
they could only see the enemies that 
blocked their way; they would not be- 
live God meant what He said, and 
would take them in, in spite of enemies. 
Caleb and Joshua did, and they encour- 
aged their comrades to go in, and they 
were the only two grown men who got 
there and lived on the good “things 
which God had prepared for them that 
love him” (I Corinthians 2:9). 

The children—whom they had feared 
to take in with them lest in their childish 
helplessness they should be a prey to their 
fierce enemies—were strong grown men 
by the time their fathers had died in the 
desert, ready for Joshua to lead them in 
to victory. And he did, Verse 8 of chap- 
ter 4 is speaking of Joshua, not our Lord, 
using the Greek form of his name, 
“Jesus.” Caleb was there also, an old man 
of eighty, but strong and able to fight his 
battles for the portion of land God ap- 
pointed him (Joshua 14:10-15). 


God has His best things for the few 
Who dare to stand the test; 

God has His second-best for those 
Who will not have His best. (A.B.S.) 


And so, because so many of us are in 
danger of missing that best, the deep 
test from inbred self, God warns us to 
challenge one another, ourselves first (3: 


| 12), and others after (3:13). Christ is 


hot given to us to be an outside Saviour 
heating us when we call. We are meant 
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Suddenly. . . 


Quiet the dusk of the evening; 
Softly the sheep in the fold 

Slept in dim firelight gleaming, 
Still was the starlight and cold. 


Cities and empires were quiet; 
Peace closed the Rome temple’s door; 
Men spoke the tongue of the Grecian, 


Rome’s highways traversed every shore. 


Sin, black—for long years it had been, 
Nothing was startling or new— 
Suddenly heaven was riven, 


And angels thronged into earth's view. 


Angels, proclaiming the coming 


Of the long-promised Saviour and King! 


“Glory to God in the Highest!" 
Angels and archangels sing. 


to let Him in to take control of our lives, 
and this can be as definite an act as con- 
version. “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me” 
(Revelation 3:20). He is meant to take 
control of our lives from within; we are 
to be ‘‘made partakers of Christ” (v. 14), 
and on the same ground as that on which 
we first trusted Him when we were un- 
able to do anything for ourselves, and 
we let Him in to do it for us, Those are 
His terms—our complete helplessness. 
This deeper, fuller blessing of utter 
heart-rest in the entire adequacy of An- 
other may occur at conversion, but more 
likely after, when we understand our own 
deep need and His great fullness better. 

I read of a man who had fallen over 
the edge of a cliff and was clinging des- 
perately to the little bush of which he 
had caught hold as he went over, for he 
knew there was an immense drop beneath 
him. “Let go, let go,” said the people at 
the top who looked over anxiously, but 
he clung on. At last he had to let go, for 
his strength had given way, and he found 
himself on a beautiful mossy bed, a ledge 
of rock which stretched out underneath, 
and he was perfectly safe there till he 
could be hauled back to the top. 

Jesus Christ is that to us when we let 
go in utter surrender and rest in Him. 
Yes, God’s work is finished and com- 


Long have I pondered that Advent— 
Thought of that age and that clime,— 
Suddenly, all cataclysmic, 
Shattered by Infant sublime. 


And I think of the promise He left us, 
“Again I will come! Suddenly!” 

And, breathlessly thrilled at that prospect, 
I look for that Advent to be! 


Not in still midnight, to shepherd, 
Cometh our Glorious King; 

But suddenly, all eyes beholding, 
Myriads of saints paeans sing! 


And some will rejoice at His beauty, 
While others will wail at His scars. 

And they who have loved Him, forever 
Shall shine with the radiance of stars. 


—EMELINE PorRTER BUSWELL 





plete, and we may rest there. God does, 
and we may too (vv. 4 and 10). 


God had one answer to the attitude of 


unbelief: He shut the door on the best 
things, and they had to die in the wilder- 
ness without them, letting their children 


enter in instead, along with the two men 


who had believed God. 


What need therefore for daily prayer 


meetings and weekly Bible studies to- 
gether, to encourage us to go on into 
God's best! 


Give me, O Lord, Thy highest choice; 
Let others take the rest; 

Their good things have no charm for me, 
For I have got Thy best. (A.B.S. ) 
Chapter 4 gives us two illustrations of 

rest. One of the first kind, the illustra- 

tion of the Sabbath, was the first Sabbath 
in the world’s history, when God rested 
just because His works—which were very 


good—were finished, and He was satis- 


fied (v. 4). That is the rest we enter into 
at conversion. 

Someone has said, “God is satisfied 
with the finished work of Christ, and I 
am satisfied with that which satisfies 
Him.” We give up trying to save our- 
selves and trust to what Christ has done 
for us, a very blessed rest. There is the 
story of a carpenter whose friend was 
trying to show him God's finished way 
of salvation ready for him to accept. He 
went into his friend’s shop one day and 
saw a gate fully finished, ready for de- 








livery. He took up a plane and made as 
though he were going to finish it off. The 
carpenter cried out, “Man, what are you 
doing? That gate is finished; you'll only 
spoil it!” What a rest it is to cease from 
our own works and trust His finished 
work, That is what Hudson Taylor found 
that day when he read in his father's 
study the tract, “It Is Finished,” which 
changed his whole life. 

Many did not even enter into that first 
kind of rest because of unbelief, even 
though the works were finished, and God 
was waiting to give it to them (vv. 2-3). 
The gospel was preached to them as well 
as to us, but it did not profit them, and 
God warns us it may be so with us also 


(v. 1). 

The second illustration is the entrance 
into the land of Canaan and the good 
things God had prepared for them there. 
That is meant to illustrate the deep soul- 
rest beyond the wilderness journey and 
its testings which God has prepared for 
all His own, which, alas, we may miss 
in order to turn back and die in our wil- 
derness (vv. 5-8). 

Going into the promised land was only 
a picture of that rest. Joshua could not 
give it them really (v. 8). It has been 
offered again and again to God's people, 
and it is offered to us today. There are 
many things that may hinder us from 
accepting. We may want to control our 
own lives, or we may be clinging to 
something that God does not want in our 
lives, and we cannot enter in with that. 
It is often as great a struggle to renounce 
all we are and have and let our Lord 
enter in and take over the management 
as it is to come to Him for conversion, 
and often more so. But these are His 
terms. “So likewise, whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). 

The word /abor in verse 11 does not 
mean doing something that will bring us 
there; we can do nothing but trust our- 
selves to our Lord who is the Rest-Giver. 
Its Greek meaning is “‘to be in earnest.” 
We cannot slip into this experience, It 
never comes to triflers. 

Whatever is hindering our enjoying it 
(and what deep soul enjoyment it 
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brings!), the Bible can search it out and 
show us (v. 12), for it is the Word of 
Him from whom nothing is hid (v. 13), 
a living Word that searches deep into 
our hearts and motives. ““The man that 
wrote that book made my heart,” said 
a Chinese man on first hearing the Bible, 
and it is true. 

But just when we should be afraid 
(and who isn’t?) of letting into our lives 
to take control anyone who knows us as 
well as that, this chapter shows Him to 
us as our Great High Priest touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, tempted 
once just as we are now. 

That is what we learned of Him in 
chapter 2. It bids us come and kneel at 
His throne (v. 16), in this time of need 
when God is revealing us to ourselves. 
Is there any greater time of need? We 
shall find it as a Throne of Grace, His 
gtace that makes all the above possible. 
And there is mercy there for us, too (vv. 
14-16). How much we need it! 

I think grace is God's fullness flowing 
through our emptiness. END 





In Understanding Be Men 
(Continued from page 1) 
sometimes even ‘‘professional’’ ministers 
of the gospel content themselves with a 
minimum of theological information. 
“Amateur” Christian workers often dis- 
play commendable eagerness to save souls 
and yet are themselves satisfied with a 
very hazy knowledge as to the real na- 

ture of salvation. 

We need to remember that truth pro- 
duces its proper result and error always 
takes its revenge, Even slight deviations 
from the facts of revelation may lead 
eventually to graver aberrations. The best 
way to avoid error is to define as clearly 
as possible the norm of truth. END 

This excerpt is from the introduction to 
In Understanding Be Men, a 248-page hand- 
book on Christian doctrine for non-theological 
students by T. C. Hammond. It is divided 
into seven sections covering all the basic doc- 
trines from a conservative, non-technical 
standpoint. Price, $2.00 from Inter-Varsity, 
64 W. Randolph, Chicago 1. A special dis- 
count of 20 per cent is available for His sub- 
scribers who include their code number when 
ordering (shown under the subscriber address 


on the wrapper or on the back cover of the 
magazine). 


HIS, DECEMBER, 1948 





What Is Christmas? 
(Continued from page 3) 

The throne is Christ’s rightful posses. 
sion. He is a king. But you ask, “Wher 
is He king today?” Christ is King whe. 
ever a man or woman says “Yes” to Hin 
Whenever we give our highest loyalty t 
Christ, then He is King. 

I’ve read of kings with golden crown; 

And queens with gay, brocaded gown, 

One King I know Whose brow adom, 

Only a bramble twist of thorns, 

And yet He reigns right royally— 

That King shall be the King for m 

I’ve read of throne and palace fair, 

And all the court assembled there, 

One King beneath the open sky 

Throned on a gallows, left to die, 

Thrills all my soul with loyalty— 

That King shall be the King for m. 
And Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingdom 
is not of this world, else would my dis 
ciples fight.” Jesus is a spiritual King. 

Jesus Christ reigns in lives obedient 
to Him, but that is not all. The Chris 
of the cross is the Coming King, ani 
though we do not now see Him full 
King, bringing peace, yet the time shal 
come when He shall take the power and 
reign. All shall acknowledge that He is 
King; every knee shall bow, and ever 
tongue shall confess that He is Lord 
Then righteousness shall cover the eatth 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Earth can now but tell the story 

Of Thy bitter cross and pain. 

She shall yet behold Thy glory 

When Thou comest back to reign 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 


The manger, cross, and throne. We 
pause in the Christmas story, but let’ 
not stop it here. Christmas belongs not 
only to a few golden days in December 
but to every day of the year. The Chris 
of the manger longs to make a Bethlehem 
in your heart today. The Christ of the 
cross calls for your faith. The Christ of 
the throne seeks your allegiance. At 
Christmastime God gave His Best—His 
Son. This gift is meant for you! END 


If Socrates would enter the room we shoul 
rise and do him honor. But if Jesus Chn 
came into the room we should fall down 0 
our knees and worship Him. 


—NAPOLEON Bop 
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» A new university was opened this 
fall at Kingston, Jamaica, in the West 
Indies group. In anticipation of its open- 
ing, several former IVCF’ers, now in 
Jamaica, have been looking toward the 
establishment of a witness for Christ 
there—not only in the new university, 
but in the secondary schools as well. Last 
summer the Executive Committee of the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (Inter-Varsity International) 
authorized that an attempt should be 
made in this direction. 

So in October, with the approval of 
the Canadian IVCF Board of Directors, 
Miss Cathie Nicoll, senior member of 
the Canadian staff, left for a three-month 
petiod in Jamaica to help an evangelical 
student movement get started in that 
country. She hopes, under God, to be 
able to lay the foundation for a sound 
movement that will speedily develop into 
an indigenous, self-sustaining fellowship 
with the necessary sympathetic backing 
of the evangelical clergy and a senior 
committee. 

Prayer is asked for Cathie; for the 
provision of all her expenses; for the 
students to whom she goes, that they may 
be prepared by the Holy Spirit; for the 
needed student camps and conferences; 
and that if it please Him, God may call 
a staff member of His choosing for that 
work before Cathie returns. 

e From Mexico, Edward and Mar- 
gatet Pentecost write that they have been 
successful in securing a new location 
which will serve as the home office and 
student center for their work. Special 
prayer is asked of all IVCF chapters that 
few openings and student contacts may 
be forthcoming in the University of Mex- 
ico this year. 

e A small committee of IVCF grad- 
uates now on the mission field, represent- 
ing the Inter-Varsities of Australia, New 
Zealand, Britain, Canada, and the U.S., 
s praying toward the establishment of 
an evangelical student witness in India 
and Pakistan. One student conference has 
already been held with marked blessing, 
and there are signs that it may be God's 
time for the launching of such a move- 
ment in that part of the world. Pray 
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that when the opportunity is fully ripe, 
there will be Christian men and women 
and students to undertake the initial 
steps. 

e Last spring when Calvin Chao, 
General Secretary of the Chinese IVF, 
and Rosalind Rinker, former IVCF staff 
member in Oregon, traveled to China, 
they stopped off at Honolulu long 
enough to help a small prayer group get 
started. We have been encouraged to 
hear recently that this small group of 
Christians has been carrying on ever 
since, meeting daily for prayer. It is ex- 
pected that Miss Gwen Wong, a grad- 
uate of the University of California and 
active in the Bible League (the IVCF 
chapter at University of California) and 
a graduate of Biblical Seminary, will sail 
for Hawaii some time before Christmas 
to take up the position of IVCF staff 
member in Honolulu. Prayer is asked for 
Gwen, that she may be conscious of 
God's leading and provision in this un- 
dertaking, and that God may even now 
be preparing the way for a strong student 
witness in the islands. 

eMr: Ernst Schrupp, the leader of a 
developing evangelical movement among 
university students in Germany, writes: 
“Of approximately 350 who attended a 
conference of the Wuppertal Circle of 
University Students recently, a consider- 
able number of them came through to 
Christ. Spirit-led prayer groups are com- 
ing into existence in many universities.” 
Prayer is asked that God may guide and 
keep this growing movement, so that it 
may develop spiritually into a well- 
founded Biblical national German uni- 
versity movement, 


e@ Roy Hasegawa, who has been 
working with Miss Irene Webster-Smith 
among university students in Japan, re- 
ports that the Lord has been truly bless- 
ing the work at the IVCF Center ever 
since it opened the end of March. ‘‘Short- 
ly after we moved in,” he writes, “I felt 
led to start Sunday morning services for 
the young people and adults of this 
neighborhood. On the first Sunday we 
had only one outside of our own family. 
Now our rooms are crowded with forty 
or more who come each Sunday to hear 
and study the Word with us. . . . About 
eight earnest young IVCF students come 
to help us teach the children every Sun- 
day morning.... 

“We shall appreciate your continued 
prayers for the IVCF here in Japan. We 
have a special prayer request: That neces- 
sary funds may be raised for the publica- 
tion of the first IVCF magazine, which 
our students are putting out this month. 
They feel it is urgently necessary to have 
some form of publication (monthly or 
quarterly as funds permit), in order to 
reach a larger number of unsaved stu- 
dents on the various campuses of Tokyo. 
This first publication will cost 10,000 yen 
for the printing alone. My wife and I 
are contributing the paper for the first 
2,000 copies. In American dollars 10,000 
yen would equal $200, so you can under- 
stand what our students are facing. They 
have managed to raise about one-third of 
this amount so far. It has meant much 
real sacrifice on the part of many who are 
not getting enough to eat or to wear these 
days. 

“On April 29, about 25 of our Tokyo 
IVCF'ers went for a day's outing near the 
Tamagawa River, about twenty miles 
from Tokyo. We had a blessed time of 
fellowship together all day long—hiking, 
picnicking, Bible study and prayer in 
God's great out-of-doors!” END 
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And Ineidentally I’m a Christian 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
and such a crusade is needed today, but 
what avail is it if the truth for which 
we contend becomes falsehood in us, be- 
Cause it is not incarnate in us by the Holy 
Spirit? The truth of God is not only to 
be understood and maintained objective- 
ly, but we ourselves are to embody that 
truth, to express it in terms of our flesh 
and blood, living epistles, “‘known and 

read of all men.” 

A short time ago some Christian uni- 
versity men and women members of a 
most ‘fundamental church” were asked 
regarding the local Inter-Varsity chap- 
ter. They replied that they were not ac- 
tive with that group on campus. When 
they were asked why, they replied, ‘Oh, 
they take their Christianity too seriously.” 

But do we really merit such an unin- 
tended compliment? Do we—as indi- 
viduals, not as a crowd—take Christian- 
ity seriously? 

The Lord Jesus regarded our salvation 
so seriously that He left heaven, He be- 
came man, He died on a cross, He became 
sin for you and me. And the same Sav- 
iour told those who would believe on 
Him and become His followers that they 
could not evade the sacrifice of a cross, 
that they too must forsake all, even as 
He did. We read that He has left “us 
an example that we should follow in his 
steps.”” 

That just can’t be done incidentally. 

END 





News of the Campus 
(Continued from back cover) 

Neva Jones, former Southeastern Re- 
gional Secretary of FMF, is busy with 
shopping, sewing, and packing these days 
as she prepares to leave for Assam, India, 
probably in December. She is going out 
under the auspices of the Mid-Missions 
Board. 

e@ Members of the Penn State Bible 
Fellowship distributed eight thousand 
blotters giving the semester schedule of 
meetings during fall registration. At the 
first meeting of the year, regular mem- 
bers were surprised to see that attendance 


had doubled over last year’s. Penn 
Staters would like His readers to help 
them pray for a corresponding spiritual 
growth. 

e The group at Northern Illinois 
State College began Homecoming fes- 
tivities (which celebrated the college's 
50th anniversary) with a breakfast at the 
home of their faculty adviser. They fol- 
lowed that up by decorating a float for 
the parade which came off with second 
prize! 

e The big meeting of the week at 
the University of Southern California 
IV CF is the one on Monday noon, with 
an average attendance so far of 80, which 
represents a one-third increase over last 
year. The weekly Bible study at USC, 
conducted by Brandon Rimmer, has been 
having an average attendance of 40. 
USC's first social affair of the year was 
a Barbecue Garden Party, and over half 
of those present were new students. 

e A Dentists’ group is just begin- 
ning at the University of Toronto, which 
already has three separate IVCF chap- 
ters! Seventeen out of the Dental Nurs- 
ing class of twenty-five were at the first 
meeting. Another new group is begin- 
ning at the Ontario School of Education, 
also part of the University of Toronto. 

e@ The State Teachers College IVCF 
at Superior, Wisconsin, meets daily at 
noon from Monday through Friday— 
four days for prayer, and the other for 
Bible study. This year the group is study- 
ing Hebrews. 

e@ Quite a number of new students 
attended the reception given by the Cor- 
nell University chapter. After games and 
refreshments, Bill Pelletier, this year's 
president, explained the purpose of Inter- 
Varsity, and Ralph Willoughby, staff 
member, gave a short talk on college life 
and its relation to one’s spiritual life. 

Chippewa Christian Fellowship (Cen- 
tral Michigan College of Education) 
opened its social season with a wiener 
roast, which was attended by about 40, 
including a number of new students. 
After the eats (pop and hot dogs with 
all the trimmings), lively games helped 
keep the gang warm in the chilly weather. 
Singing of the old hymns around the fire 














and a message by faculty adviser 
James on “What Will You Do 
Jesus?” turned hearts to a serious ¢ 
eration of Him. 

e@ Pennsylvania Christian Fellow 
(University of Pennsylvania) m 
went out to a nearby farm for an alld 
retreat the Saturday before classes be 
The purpose was to consider individ 
before the Lord each one’s responsibi 
in the chapter during the coming seme 
ter. The day ended with an old-fashioned 
corn roast. 

Already one student has found Chris 
this year through the witness of a men. 
ber of the IVCF at University of Nebra. 
ka. The first regular meeting of the sa. 
son was attended by 60, with 25 new 
students among them. After a program 
of group singing, special numbers, and: 
series of informal talks, there was oppor- 
tunity for members and new students to 
get acquainted while everyone munched 
brownies and drank cokes. Four Bibl 
study groups have begun, and although 
attendance is small at present, the leaders 
are confident that God will grant growth. 
The Nebraska IVCF has a team partic. 
pating in the touch football intramutals, 
and won its first game against the Dorm 
“A” team by a score of 10-0. 

Seventeen of these same Nebraskans 
are so convinced of the importance of the 
foreign student work that they have 
pledged $26.50 monthly toward it. 

e At their first regular meeting of 
the season, members of the Collegiae 
Christian Fellowship (Colorado State 
College of Education) met their new 
staff member, Pauline Barkhuff, in line 
with Gene Thomas’ talk on “Introduc- 
tions, Please.” 

C.S.C.E.’s freshman affair was 4 ~ 
“Squirrely Scavenger Hunt,” which was | 
attended by 125 plus the 10 regular mt 
IVCF members, These contacts ate giv | “P¢ 
ing the members plenty of work to do in - 
follow-up, because there are some intet- : 
esting programs coming up, and the reg: | °“ 
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The press of seasonal activities, of 
heavy study in preparation for the 
close of the term, and of the obliga- 
tions of family ties, may attempt to 
rob you of your Quiet Time this 
month. Don’t let them! Keep your 
Christian experience radiant, by meet- 
ing Him every day through prayer and 
the Word. These daily questions will 
help. 


Wednesday, December I 

II SAMUEL 11 (1) This chapter clearly 
reveals the greatest sin of David's life. 
Cp. 1 Ki. 15:5. Why do you think God's 
Word records such sin ? See I Cor. 10:11- 
12, (2) Contrast Uriah’s concern for the 


_| public welfare and his voluntary restraint 


from rightful pleasures with David's 
staying at home and his willful indul- 
gence in unlawful pleasures. (3) “He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper” 
(Pro, 28:13), First David tried to de- 
ceive Uriah as to the fatherhood of Bath- 
sheba’s expected child by giving him 
occasion to be with his wife. Then, when 
that plan failed, David deliberately 
planned and executed a murder. Note 
the great force of the last sentence in 
¥, 27—especially in contrast to the atti- 
tude of many modern writers towards 
wch sins, Let us pray even with David 
the prayer of Ps, 19:12-13. 

Thursday, December 2 

IISAMUEL 12 (1) It would seem that 
for nine months David continued in un- 
tepentance for his sin, as Nathan was not 
sent to him until the birth of the child 
(v. 14), No doubt during this time the 
tvents of vv. 26-31 occurred, when 
David showed such unusual and unneces- 
sary Cruelty (v. 31). If I detect a spirit of 
harshness in myself does it arise from 
sme unconfessed sin? (2) For the in- 
nermost thoughts of David’s soul read 
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Ps. 51 in connection with v. 13. How is 
God’s name affected by sin on the part cf 
a child of His (v. 14)? Cp. Ps. 51:4, 
(3) Note the marvelous grace of the 
Lord in putting away David's sin (v. 13) 
and then giving him another son by 
Bathsheba and expressly naming him 
Jedidiah, ‘‘darling of the Lord.” Such is 
the “grace that is greater than all our 
sin.”” Cp, I Jn. 1:9. 


Friday, December 3 

II SAMUEL 13:1-22 (1) Observe in this 
sorry record the two sins of lust and mur- 
der coming out in David's family (Cp. 
12:10-11) and resulting in the death (v. 
29) of Amnon, his eldest son (see 3:2). 
Although in grace God forgives sin, we 
shall have to reap the bitter consequences 
(Gal. 6:7). (2) What kind of a friend 
would you call Jonadab to Amnon? Have 
I the courage to dissuade my friends from 
a wrong purpose? (3) Note David's re- 
action to Amnon’s sin (v. 21). Why do 
you think he failed to punish him? Cp. 
David's laxity with another son, Adoni- 
jah (I Ki. 1:6), Of what is this a warn- 
ing? 


Saturday, December 4 

II SAMUEL 13:23-39 (1) Is there any 
indication that Amnon repented of his 
sin? Contrast then the judgment which 
God meted out to him through his 
brother with the rescinding of judgment 
in David's case (12:13). Note even here 
God’s longsuffering “after two full 
years” and cp. II Pet. 3:9. (2) Jonadab 
knew of Absalom’s intent. But as Am- 
non’s friend he apparently neither 
warned him, nor David. Contrast the real 
friendship displayed between David and 
Jonathan (see I Sam. 20:9). (3) Asa 
murderer Absalom could not remain 
anywhere in Canaan without incurring 
the death penalty. David's yearning even 
for the willful son is a picture of God's 
love for us while we were yet sinners. 
But God, unlike David, provided One 
to bear our just penalty and so made 
a way for us to return to Him completely 
acquitted from all sin. Cp. 14:14b. 


Sundag, December 5 
II SAMUEL 14:1-24 (1) This story high- 
lights the agelong conflict between the 


two principles of judgment and mercy. 
God's law demanded that a murderer be 
put to death, Absalom had murdered his 
brother and with premeditated intent. 
Joab himself was guilty of the murder of 
Abner (3:27) and David of that of 
Uriah. (2) Only God Himself has the 
right to extend mercy beyond the law 
(see 12:13). David’s human love out- 
weighed his respect for God’s law so 
Absalom was reprieved but without re- 
pentance. So he became a scourge to 
David until God, in spite of David, saw 
that judgment was executed upon him 
(see 18:5, 14). (3) As sinners we are 
all under the sentence of death (Ezek. 
18:4). How has God, in consistence 
with His righteous law, provided pardon 
for us and access again into His presence 
(v. 14)? 

Monday, December 6 

II SAMUEL 14:25-15:12 (1) Pride dom- 
inated Absalom. Note how that which 
ministered so much to his feeling of 
superiority (v. 26) was chiefly instru- 
mental in his downfall (18:9). Am I 
alert to the peculiar temptations that be- 
set those with great physical beauty? Let 
not its lack cause me envy; nor its pres- 
ence, pride. (2) Note Absalom’s meth- 
ods of ingratiating himself: indiscrimi- 
nate approval of others (v. 3), criticism 
of existing authorities (vv. 3-4), easy- 
going familiarity (v. 5). What service 
did he do for his land or people? Con- 
trast the statement of Acts 13:36a. (3) 
Now Absalom breaks yet another of 
God’s commandments—the third. How 
(vv. 7-10; Ex. 20:7)? (4) Beware of 
supporting a bad cause through igno- 
rance (v. 11). The majority is not always 
right. 

Tuesday, December 7 

II SAMUEL 15:13-37 (1) David's deci- 
sion to leave Jerusalem was probably 
due, not to sudden cowardice, but rather 
to the realization of God’s hand allowing 
this rebellion of his son, Note vv. 25- 
26 and cp. 12:11. (2) Observe the per- 
sonal magnetism and goodness David 
must have shown to win so great a devo- 
tion as that of Ittai the Gittite and his 
600 men, Philistines from Gath. Ittai, 
like Ruth, was a convert to the God of 
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Israel. Compare their expression of life- 
long loyalty (Ru. 1:16-17). Does my 
Saviour King behold in me such a devo- 
tion to Himself? Cp. Jn. 12:26. (3) 
What factor in Absalom’s conspiracy 
gave David most concern? How did he 
proceed to overcome it (vv. 31, 34)? 
David was on the alert to recognize God's 
answer to his prayer in the person of 
Hushai. What lesson is here for me? 
Cp. Ps. 37:5. 

Wednesday, December 8 

II SAMUEL 16 (1) When his own son 
turned traitor, David was too ready to 
believe evil of Jonathan’s son. Let me 
pray for a wise spirit of discernment so 
that I may detect a lying Ziba and protect 
a slandered Mephibosheth. Cp. I Jn. 4:1. 
(2) David was entirely guiltless of the 
blood of Saul’s house. He refrained 
from harming Saul and even withheld 
Abishai from killing him (I Sam. 26:8- 
9). Why then did he submit to the accu- 
sation of “guilty of blood” as from the 
Lord? Can I look upon all with whom 
I come in contact as God’s instruments 
consciously or unconsciously performing 
some purpose of His towards me? (3) 
When David heard of Absalom’s vile 
conduct (v. 22), what must he have re- 
membered ? See 12:11. God’s law of sow- 
ing and reaping still operates (Gal. 6: 
7-8). Dare I yield to sinful impulses ? 
Thursday, December 9 

II SAMUEL 17 (1) Throughout all this 
record of David, Amnon, and Absalom, 
note the supremacy of the Lord’s pur- 
poses. Absalom has been an instrument 
in the punishment of Amnon as well as 
of David but God now prepares judg- 
ment for him (v. 14). (2) From study- 
ing the story of Ahithophel what two les- 
sons may I learn, one by way of encour- 
agement, the other by way of warning? 
See Pro. 21:30. (3) Even in adversity 
God was with David to cheer and succor. 
Read the psalms (42 and 43) which he 
wrote at this time, and think over the 
words on chastening in Heb. 12:8-11. 
If God seems to surround my path with 
difficulties and trouble, am I through 
them humbly learning His lessons? 


Friday, December 10 
II SAMUEL 18:1-18 (1) What factors 
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contributed to the success of David's 
forces against superior numbers? Recall 
also 17:14. Let this story be an encour- 
aging illustration to me of Rom. 8:31. 
(2) David's extraordinary love for his 
son (v. 5) is the more amazing against 
the background of Absalom’s unnatural 
rebellious hatred towards such a father. 
Of what do you think this contrast is 
intended to be a picture? Note especially 
v. 33 and cp. Rom. 5:8. (3) Contrast 
the grandiose plans Absalom had for his 
burial and memorial with the crude grave 
he received (vv. 17-18). God is able to 
abase the proud, Am I voluntarily sub- 
mitting my naturally proud heart to God 
now ? See I Pet. 5:5-6. 


Saturday, December II 

II SAMUEL 18:19-19:10 (1) How did 
Ahimaaz show his love for David? What 
was this young priest’s especial skill (v. 
27)? He used it for his king. Have I 
any particular skill that might be put to 
good use for my King? (2) If David 
had allowed personal grief to outweigh 
his sense of responsibility towards Israel, 
what would have been the result (v. 7) ? 
As Christians God has given us certain 
responsibilities towards others. Am I al- 
lowing personal joy or sorrow to make 
me oblivious of these duties? Remember 
our Lord faced this test—one of sorrow 
—but His love for others triumphed 
(Mk. 6:29-34 and Mt. 14:12-14). (3) 
This world rejected Christ as their King, 
but one day He is to return in power to 
reign. Meanwhile what am I doing to 
make others eager for His return (v. 
10)? 


Sunday, December 12 

II SAMUEL 19:11-43 (1) Why do you 
think David did not march on victor- 
iously and directly to Jerusalem? Why 
was the policy he chose a wiser one? 
(2) What was one of the most outstand- 
ing traits of David's character displayed 
so strikingly in the case of Shimei? What 
realization should lead me to act thus to 
those who wrong me? See Eph. 4:32. 
(3) Barzillai’s kindness to David (v. 
32) is now amply recompensed in 
David's preferment of the old man’s 
son. So the Lord is said to be no man’s 


debtor, Think over Mt. 19:29, In these | reason 
days of Christ’s rejection by the world] to be 
at large, what service am I rendering moun 
Him which He will reward at His com,| cons¢! 


ing again in power to rule? attain 
Monday, December 13 oe 
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II SAMUEL 20 (1) Note the repeate 
Opposition to God's appointed rule 

David, first by Ishbosheth (2:8-10), be , 
then by Absalom, and now by Shey - 
God has appointed One to rule in m prea 
heart (Eph. 1:22). The opposition wil on 
be constant. Am I ruthlessly quelling | Be 
rival powers? -(2) What motive ld 
Joab to murder his cousin Amasa? Som. 
times the same spirit—although it my 
not proceed so far—lodges even within 
a Christian’s heart. Read Matt, 5:21-2, 
(3) The siege of Abel might be take 
as a picture of our rebellious hearts holé.| 32); 
ing out against God. In such circum} !eatt 
stances, what for us is the part of wis| ‘um 
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II SAMUEL 21 (1) Read Josh. 9:3-16} 4:.. 
to recall the treaty Joshua had made with 
the Gibeonites. A promise is a promis 
in God’s sight even to the godless—s 
the Gibeonites did profess a respect fa 
God, Am I just as careful to keep am 
word to an unconverted classmate as to: 
Christian friend? (2) The punishment} Fri 
of Saul’s posterity was not undertake} II S 
on man’s initiative alone. They wet] ther 
hanged as sacrifices before the Lord a} his} 
the time harvest was due until Goi] and 
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with the conquest of giants, In my spit | prot 
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Wednesday, December 15 "th 
II SAMUEL 22:1-24 (1) Note to whom} ™ 


David sang this song. Observe too the |" 
record of specific deliverances, especially thre 
from his strong enemy Saul (v. 18). 1} 5" 
my thanksgiving to God vague or my o 
praise meaningless? (2) David proved | * 
through affliction that God does hear and | t 
answer prayer (v. 7). Might this be one of 
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reason that God sometimes allows me 
o be surrounded with seemingly insur- 
mountable trials? (3) David had a clear 
conscience (vv, 21-24) in regard to his 
attaining the throne. He had not com- 
passed the death of Saul or Ishbosheth 
his son, He had waited God’s time. Al- 
though even he had fallen into sin in 
the matter of Uriah, that did not lead 
him to forsake God (v. 22). It is a 
greater deliverance to be kept from one’s 
own iniquity than from all other dan- 


gers. 


Thursday, December 16 

I] SAMUEL 22:25-51 (1) When I, like 
David, am in need of direction (v. 29), 
or of a way of escape, of help in over- 
coming insuperable obstacles (v. 30), of 
protection (v. 31), of a real stability (v. 
32), of staying energy (v. 33), or of 
learning new skills (v. 35), where do I 
tun? (2) Observe the beautiful pro- 
gression of truth in vv. 31 and 33—‘‘His 
way,” then “my way.” (3) How does 
David see to it that no one hearing of 
his successes might give him all the 
credit? (4) Contrast the gentleness (v. 
36) and ruthlessness (v. 43) of David’s 
character, Is there a place for both quali- 
ties in the Christian? Did our Lord ever 
display both ? 


Friday, December 17 

Il SAMUEL 23 (1) What indication is 
there here that when David composed 
his psalms the Lord directed his thoughts 
and words? (2) David's great desire 
for his posterity (v. 5) was that they 
should be just, ruling in the fear of God 
(v. 3). There had been indications al- 
teady otherwise, but ultimately God's 
promise (see 7:16) looked forward to 
One in David’s line whose kingdom 
would be established in righteousness 
forever. What do my deepest desires 
concern? (3) Note twice the phrase 
the Lord wrought a great victory’ in 
connection with David's mighty men, All 
through David's psalm of c. 22 this truth 
is most apparent. Now his mighty men 
ae learning it too. Meditate on our 
Leader's word in Jn. 14:10, 12, What 
is the only condition for becoming one 
of Christ's mighty ones? 
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Saturday, December 18 
II SAMUEL 24 (1) It seems from a com- 


parison of v. 1 with I Chr. 21:1 that God 
in His anger with Israel allowed Satan 
to tempt David into sin and thus to 
plunge the whole nation under God’s 
chastening. Satan is always desiring to 
make us sin (Cp. Job 1:11-12 and Lk. 
22:31). What very solemn lesson would 
God teach us through a fall such as 
David’s or that of Peter? (2) David's 
sin in numbering Israel apart from the 
pride that inspired it lay no doubt in 
his failure to collect therewith the ran- 
som money of a half shekel per person 
(read Ex. 30:11-16). God’s warnings 
are never empty threats. (3) Note the 
only means of staying God’s wrath (v. 
25). How can we escape His just wrath? 
See Rom. 5:8-9. 


Sunday, December 19 

I KiNGs 1 (1) It appears elsewhere 
(I Chr. 22:6-9) that Solomon had al- 
ready been appointed king to succeed 
David. Therefore, Adonijah acted in 
definite rebellion against God and Israel. 
Contrast all his headstrong ability (v. 5) 
with Solomon’s quiet waiting for the 
Lord’s time—a perfect illustration of 
Ps, 37:1-9, esp, v. 7. (2) Consider the 
vital part Nathan and Bathsheba played 
in stirring up David to deliberate action 
to carry out God’s will. How many of 
my Christian friends might now be ac- 
tively forwarding God’s interest if I had 
faithfully urged them on, instead of 
being wholly devoted to their own ail- 
ments or pleasures? (3) Whom God ap- 
points, He them anoints. As David did 
to Solomon, so God did to Christ whose 
name means “the anointed one.”” What is 
the anointing God has for us, His chil- 
dren, who are to be joint heirs with 
Christ ? See II Cor. 1:21-22, 


Monday, December 20 
I KiNGs 2 (1) The request of Adonijah 


was apparently a strategem to gain poli- 
tical interest and perhaps eventually the 
kingdom. For Abishag was classed as one 
of David’s wives and to take the widow 
of a great man was then considered tanta- 
mount to a bid for his position also. Cp. 
II Sam, 3:6-11 and 16:22. (2) Observe 
in the punishment of the three traitors 
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against the throne, Adonijah, Joab and 
Shimei the necessity stressed for the es- 
tablishment of David’s line in Solomon 
according to God’s promise (vv. 24, 33, 
45, 46). Can the Lord’s sovereignty be 
fully established in my heart if I deal 
with sin in only half-measures ? 


Tuesday, December 21 

I KinGs 3 (1) Observe upon what occa- 
sion it was that God met Solomon and 
supplied his greatest desire. When I 
enter upon any new responsibility, do I 
take special time to worship the Lord 
and to seek His aid? (2) As God in- 
vited Solomon to ask, so Christ invites 
me to “ask and it shall be given.” If I 
scarcely know what is best to ask, where 
lies the solution? Study Rom. 8:26-27. 
Have I learned this secret of always hav- 
ing my prayers please the Lord? (3) 
Note for what purpose Solomon asked 
for wisdom (v. 9). See how he employed 
it for this very end (v. 28). Do I ask God 
for His good gifts just for myself, or 
receiving them for a distinct purpose, 
squander them on my own selfish enjoy- 
ment? Cp. Jas. 4:3. 


Wednesday, December 22 

I Kincs 4 (1) Observe how many of 
Solomon’s officers were those who had 
served his father or the sons of those 
men, e.g. Zadok, Benaiah, Nathan, 
Adoniram, Hushai. Cp. II Sam, 8:16-18 
and 20:23-25. Did the knowledge of his 
own divinely given wisdom lead Solo- 
mon to despise the judgments of David? 
What lesson can I learn from Solomon’s 
choice of counsellors? Cp, Pro. 27:10. 
(2) The extent and population of Solo- 
mon’s kingdom fulfilled God’s promise. 
Cp. v. 20 with Gen. 22:17, and v. 21 
with Gen. 15:18. How does the account 
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ing these important queries: 






follow by God's help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 






forsake? 






so, what are its conditions? 







God, myself, His will for my life? 


should be my prayer for today? 


After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 


1. Is there any example for me to seek to 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 


5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Christ, 


6. Is there something in this passage which 





of Solomon’s wisdom bear out the force 
of Christ's statement in Matt. 12:42? 
(3) Note the same simile in vv. 20, 29. 
What is the significant connection be- 
tween the enlarging of the kingdom and 
the enlarging of the king’s heart? What 
is the result of an enlarged heart? See 
Ps, 119:32. 

Thursday, December 23 

I Kincs 5 (1) What is the striking fea- 
ture of the relationship between the two 
kings, Solomon and Hiram? What ad- 
vantage accrued to Israel from such a 
friendship ? Shall I ask the Lord for wis- 
dom (v. 12) to make friends from whom 
assistance may be derived for the up- 
building of His church? (2) Note also 
that the benefits were on both sides. 
What did Hiram receive? Applied spir- 
itually, we may give Christian nourish- 
ment to those who assist God’s work in 
ways in which we ourselves cannot assist 
(v. 6). (3) Consider the vast number 
of men required to construct God’s tem- 
ple. The men of great gifts like Solomon 
cannot build alone. Though I may never 
be an officer, am I a faithful burden- 
bearer or hewer doing my part towards 
the building up of God's spiritual tem- 
ple? See Eph. 4:7, 11, 12, 16. 
Friday, December 24 

I KinGs 6 (1), With all its magnificence, 
what is the chief thing for which Solo- 
mon’s temple should be remembered? 
Let the Lord’s word of vv. 12-13 impress 
my thoughts as I study these descriptive 
chapters. (2) Of what value can it be 
to me to read of the symmetry, the mar- 
velous beauty even in the minutest 
detail, and the unusual quiet that ac- 
companied the building of this earthly 
temple? Read Eph. 2:21-22 and I Peter 
2:3. 

Saturday, December 25 

I Kincs 7 (1) Solomon was a great 
builder. Remember this was possible 
only because David had been a great 
' fighter and had secured the victory over 
all his enemies. So we can build lives of 
value in God's sight only upon the foun- 
dation which Christ has secured for us— 
of deliverance from our sins and of peace 
with God. See I Cor. 3:11-13. (2) When 
God has a work to be done, He always 





provides a man and equips him for the 
task, What man was here provided for 
the adorning of the temple? Cp. Ex. 35: 
30-35. What spiritual lessons may I 
learn from this? (3) Note the meanings 
of “‘Jachin” and “Boaz” (v. 21), “he 
shall establish” and “in him is strength.” 
Have I two such glorious pillars in the 
forefront (v. 21) of my mind as I go 
to worship the Lord? 


Sunday, December 26 
I KinGs 8:1-21 (1) How did the Lord 


signify His approval of the temple Solo- 
mon built? Cp. the scene at the comple- 
tion of the tabernacle, Ex. 40:34-35. 
Contrast these dark manifestations (link 
vv. 11 and 12) with the clearer, brighter 
manifestation in the incarnation (Jn. 1: 
14) and the still brighter one to come 
(Jn. 17:24). Cp. also Rev, 21:3 and 22: 
4. (2) What is the dominant theme of 
Solomon’s address to the people? Under- 
line every phrase referring to the Lord’s 
activity. Did Solomon appear to want 
credit for doing that which the Lord had 
designed for him to do? Do I? 


Monday, December 27 
I KINGs 8:22-53 (1) Examine this 


prayer, carefully noting what Solomon 
believed about God. Did he look upon 
Jehovah as a mere tribal deity? Did he 
think he could localize Jehovah by build- 
ing Him a temple? Note especially vv. 
23, 27, 39, 43. (2) What encouraged 
Solomon to pray so definitely and ear- 
nestly that God would fulfill His prom- 
ises to David (vv. 23-26)? Do I pray 
thus with assurance using His past mer- 
cies as a means of strengthening my 
faith? (3) The Lord Jesus referred to 
the temple as a house of prayer for all 
nations. How did Solomon's prayer stress 
these two thoughts? (4) Four times 
God’s people are pictured in distress. 
What must they do and what does God 
before He can bless? Do I thus seek for 
His blessing ? 

Tuesday, December 28 

I Kincs 8:54-66 (1) Solomon recog- 


nized that man does not want to obey 
God’s laws. Therefore what did he pray? 
Is this my daily petition and desire? (2) 
What will always be the most effective 
means of persuading the peoples of the 
world to believe in God (v. 60)? (3) 


Note in v. 63 that Solomon’s offerin 
were “peace” offerings and that the 
therefore were to be eaten by the Priests 
and the offerers, Read Lev. 7:15, Nog 
the vast crowd that shared in the king’ 
hospitality and the length of time th 
holy celebration lasted (v. 65). Solomo 
provided for all his people for a tim. 
but our God provides for His childrey 
abundantly and constantly. 
Wednesday, December 29 

I KinGs 9 (1) Observe Solomon ded. 
cated the temple to God, but only Go 
could hallow or sanctify it. This He did 
by His presence, So I may present ny 
life to God. How does He then sancti 
it? (2) Note the order of Solomm' 
building. With what did he begin? Onj 
at the end did he build for pleasure (“t. 
sired to build,” v. 19). In apportioning 
my time, where do I begin? Is God given 
only that which is left after everythin 
else I want is fitted in? (3) What in 
portant example is set before us in v, 25) 
Do I give liberally and sacrificially to th 
Lord only at mass conventions or pret 
celebrations ? 

Thursday, December 30 

I KINGs 10 (1) How was the visit of 
the Queen of Sheba a fulfillment of Solo 
mon’s prayer at the dedication of th 
temple (8:59-60) ? (2) What spiritul 
application did the Lord Jesus draw fron 
this earnest seeking after wisdom on the 
part of the Queen of Sheba? Read lk 
11:31. (3) In connection with Solo 
mon’s life study Pro, 3:13-16 ai 
Mt. 6:33. Note the result here of puttiog 
the Lord first (vv. 23-25). 

Friday, December 31 

I KINGs 11 (1) At this year’s end cor- 
sider the last sad chapter of Solomon’ 
life as a solemn warning that evén he 
who has been most blessed of God ma 
be liable to fall. Read I Cor. 9:27 and 
10:12, (2) The wisest man that evtt 
lived thought he could safely disregatt 
God's specific warnings (cp. 11:10 with 
9:6-7). What kind of a commentary i 
this on human wisdom? (3) What dos 
the rest of this chapter teach me concett: 
ing God’s hand in the politics of met 
also concerning His judgment and Hs 
mercy? 
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we’ll be there 1200 strong 

at the CONVENTION FOR 
1 dedi. 

Ses j LL MISSIONARY CONQUEST 





f 
nt my a 
anctif : Want to make the 1948 Holiday Season the highlight of 
] § your college years? Join the ranks of those far-sighted in- 
OMOn § . dividuals who are concerned with their place in God's purpose 
? Only e for the world. They'll be gathering at IVCF-FMF's Conven- 
ny. %, tion for Missionary Conquest at the University of Illinois 
 ( de. Yes cee cee ee es es es es (Urbana) to evaluate the international situation in the light 
Honing of Christ’s command to world evangelism. Surpassing 
1 given even the still-talked-about 1946 student convention, the 
| 1948 program is laden with practical features that will 
rything give even the best-informed missionary volunteer 
nat in: plenty to think about . . . and if missions aren't 
y. 25) your special interest, here's a guarantee that they 
ae will be by the time the Convention reaches the 
y to the half-way point! 
great MORNING SESSIONS will feature a series 
of outstanding messages on The Story of 
Missions, The Word of God and Missions, 
The Holy Spirit and Missions, The Lord- 
visit of ship of Christ and Missions. Discussion 
£ Sol panels will cover such down-to-earth topics 
. as the missionary and his servant problem, 
of the , the place of missionary wives, the mis- 
iritul SPEAKERS: sionary and Oriental taboos, personality 
P adjustments and moral problems, etc. ; what 
w from other chapters are doing and what yours 
on the Bishop Frank Houghton can do about missions; the problem of choosing 
vad Ik a mission board. 
Ga Dr. V. Raymond Edman AFTERNOON SESSIONS will cover such questions 
1 Solo as “Where am I most needed in world missions?” 
6 and Dr. G. Allen Fleece "How are world politics affecting missions?” ‘Does 
putting Se: Wales res my present course of study equip me for the foreign 


field?"’ "What special courses shall I take?” ‘What are 
: the latest developments available for missions (radio, avia- 
Dr. Harold S. Laird tion, etc.) ?”” And don’t forget: there'll be plenty of time to 
e talk with missionaries . . . to help answer your questions and 
ad con Dr. J. B. McLaurin face your problems realistically. 


omon NIGHT SESSIONS will feature soul-stirring messages by Christian 
ven he Dr. W. Robert Smith leaders, including such subjects as The Love of God—the Motive 
3 . of Missions; What Are Missions Trying to Do? Just What is a 
od mij Bishop Elam Stauffer Missionary Cail? and others. 
27 and ie, Seeds @: Tenee OTHER HIGHLIGHTS of the program will be the testimonies of 
at evel , s ° foreign students; realistic missionary exhibits; the chal- 

1 —— lenging New. Year's Eve Watchnight service; good 
sregate : meals . . . fine fellowship. 
10 wit FIFTY MISSIONARIES CONVENTION SESSIONS will be held in the University 
ntary is of Illinois Auditorium and adjacent buildings. Campus 












residences will be available for sleeping accom- 
modations. Meals will be served in the beautiful 
Illini Union. Fee for the 5-day period is $25.00 
(includes $3.00 registration fee). Make 
your reservation early—they 're limited ! 
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. NEWS OF THE 


Ever since school opened this fall, 
Inter-Varsity chaptcrs and groups have 
been seeking ways to introduce them- 
selves to the new crop of freshmen and 
transfer students, 


e Atthe University of Pennsylvania, 
IVCF members tried something new, in 
the form of a canvass of the freshmen 
dorms during the first three days of 
school. They reported a most favorable 
reception in addition to the ‘‘discovery’’ 
of several Christians. The canvass was 
followed up by a Freshman Dinner (free 
to all Frosh who came), at which the 
film, “The God of the Atom,’ was 
shown. 

At the other side of the continent, 
the University of Oregon chapter mailed 
letters to all new students, presenting 
IVCF. 

The chapter at the Ag Campus (St. 
Paul) of the University of Minnesota in- 
troduced itself to the new students at a 
special Freshman Luncheon. About fifty 
attended and enjoyed the program of 
special music and a message by Professor 
Elmer Johnson, the Aggies’ faculty ad- 
visor. Both at the luncheon and at the 
first regular meeting the members com- 
piled lists of the students who were get- 
ting athletics tickets and wanted to sit 
together in groups at the football games. 
New students, who might have had to sit 
alone otherwise, were much interested in 
the project. 


e The chapter at the University of 
British Columbia reports a good begin- 
ning, with nearly 200 in attendance at 


the Frosh Reception. The Meds group at 
the University of Toronto began their 
year’s activities with a tea. It was pro- 
nounced “‘one of the best things of its 
kind.”’ Dr. Vries of the Hygiene Depart- 
ment brought a brief message on the 
place of the religious group in the stu- 
dent world and followed it with a men- 
tion of what Christ meant to him. Vic- 
toria College's freshman affair was held 
at Wymilwood with about 65 present, 
half of whom were first year students. 
University College turned its freshman 
party into a hike and corn roast, attended 
by 45 students. Shortly after the opening 
of school, this same U.C. gang organized 
itself into a work crew and painted a 
country church, 


e With a firm belief in the power of 
the printed page, the University of 
Southern California IVCF: (1) sent out 
letters last August to all its active mem- 
bers, including a prayer list and a de- 
scription of this year’s plans; (2) wrote 
to friendly pastors, asking for names of 
students expecting to enroll at USC (had 
a nice response, too!); (3) handed out 
descriptive blotters and brochures to all 
new students, presenting their group; and 
(4) printed and placed a number of at- 
tractive announcement posters in strate- 
8c spots on campus. 

At Columbia University, Fellowship 
members manned a booth in the registra- 
tion building during the opening week 
of school to make new students ac- 
quainted with IVCF, Columbia now has 


three daily prayer meetings—one f 
undergrads, another for graduate 
dents, and a third for students at 
Teachers’ College. One of Columbi 
new projects is a monthly get-togeth 
for foreign students at the apartment q 
returned missionaries from China. Ead 


‘of these social evenings will cent 


around one particular country whose ay 
toms, culture, and type of food will 5 
used. The first one was to be centerg 
around Siam, with a Siamese student j 
charge of the cooking and others tellin 
of customs and problems in that coun 

University of Southern Californi 
IV CF is another group with ideas abo 
getting acquainted with foreign student 
They have begun by individually taking 
a few to the football games with eat 
afterwards, and are planning a tea for 
them soon, 


e Together with his brother Robert 
Neill Hawkins, former Secretary of 
FMF, will leave the States for northem) 
Brazil, where he expects to minister tj 
five or six tribes of friendly Indians wha 
live near the headwaters of the Trom# 
betas River. This group has been pract 
tically inaccessible until now, because 
rapids and falls make great stretches Q 
the river completely unnavigable, He 
ever, a commercial airline now make 
regular trips very near this region, so th 
Hawkins brothers are able to make thei 
survey trip. Both Neill and Bob spent t& 
summer at Camp Wycliffe’s Insti 
of Linguistics. They ask prayer for ti 
supply of all equipment and travel @ 
penses. Unevangelized Fields Mission 
their sponsoring board. 

As soon as support and equipment af 
available, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Malkt 
expect to leave for linguistic work if 
Mexico. Their appointment was 
nounced last spring by the Independef 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
Nelson was president of the FMF group 
at Faith Seminary during his student fs 
there. 

(Continued on page 32) 





